
THE MILITARY 
AND 

HOSPITALLER ORDER 
OF 

ST. LAZARUS OF JERUSALEM 

Grand Priory/Grand Bailiwick of Scotland 

Number 8 June 1997 



J 

THE MILITARY 
AND 

HOSPITALLER ORDER 
OF 

ST. LAZARUS OF JERUSALEM 

Grand Priory/Grand Bailiwick of Scotland 

NEWSLETTER 

Number 8 June 1997 



2 June 1997 Number 8 

Lee Castle, April 1997 

Dear Confreres and Consoeurs, 

I wish to extend to each member of St. Lazarus in the Scottish Jurisdiction 
my greetings and warmest personal wishes. 

I am very grateful for the support that you have extended to me during the 
past eight months since I took over at the request of Lord Borthwick. I am 
pleased that I was able to become close to Lord Borthwick during the ten 
years prior to his passing and that I was able to learn from some of the great 
wisdom that he possessed. We shall all miss him deeply. 

May I express my particular thanks to all the members of the council, 
especially the Chancellor H.E. David Lumsden of Cushnie, Vice Chancellor 
Ron Partington, H. E. Douglas Gair of Champfleurie the Secretary General, 
and Keith Livesey the Receiver General. They have really helped during my 
transition and their advice has been warmly received. 

We have just completed our fiscal year with good activities of the social 
committee and success in our fund raising activities. I look forward to an 
even brighter future for our Christian chivalric charitable organization. 

Number 8 

Yours confratemally, 

~ 
E. Leslie Peter of Lee 

H.E. The Baron of Lee GCLJ 
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Charitable Donations, 1996-7 

The Scottish Jurisdiction has raised and received donations of almost £9,000 
during the current financial year. 

Those organisations that have benefited from the Order are: 

The Princess Louise Scottish Hospital Erskine. 
The Leonard Cheshire Services. 
The Maggie's Centre, the Western General Hospital, Edinburgh. 

Members of Council 

Chev. Leslie Peter Baron of Lee, GCU. 

Chev. John McGregor, KU, CMU. 

The Rt. Hon. Viscount Gough, KU. 

Dame Linde McGregor. DU, CMU. 

Chev. Jim Gray, KU, CMU. 

Chev. Ron Partington, KCU. 

Chev. H.E. Douglas Gair of Champfleurie, GCU. Chev. Ainslie Nairn, GCU. 

Chev. Keith H. Livesey, KCU, CMU. H.E. Rev. Hugh Mackay ofTalmine, EGCU. 

Chev. Geo. Way, Baron ofPlean, KCU, KMU. Chev. Robert Mcintyre, KCU, KMU. 

Chev. Hugh Macdonald, KCLJ, OMLJ. Chev. Cecil G McGregor, KCLJ, CMLJ. 

H. E. Chev. David Lumsden of Cushnie GCLJ. 

Editors: 

Typesetting: 
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Chev. H. E. Douglas Gair of Champfleurie, GCLJ, CCMLJ. 
Dame Nan Livesey, MA, DLJ. 

Chev. Ernest T. Robinson, OBE, TD, KLJ, MB ChB. 
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Editorial 

There have been significant changes in the Scottish Jurisdiction during the last twelve 
months. Sadly, our Grand Baili for over thirty years, the Lord Borthwick of that Ilk, 
died on December 30th, 1996 and his friend of long-standing and a fellow Knight, 
Chev. Nigel Tranter, has contributed an obituary in his memory for this Newsletter. 

Before his death, most fortuitously, Lord Borthwick had named his successor: Chev. 
Leslie Peter, the Baron of Lee, who has been duly invested by the Grand Master. Our 
previous Chancellor, Chev. Richard Comyns ofLudston tendered his resignation from 
office and Chev. David Lumsden of Cushnie was invited to take over in his place. 

Reports of our charitable events feature in the Newsletter together with a report of the 
Grand Magistral Meeting held in Louisiana last April. Chev. Martin Stanton has sent 
us exciting news from our English counterpart and Chev. Hugh MacDonald a report of 
Dalriada's activities in the West of Scotland. Other articles include one on Ladies' 
Orders by Chev. Duncan Noble, a regular contributor, and one on Father Damien. To 
reinforce our lasting concern with leprosy, the Rev John McConnell has reported on 
the work of the Leprosy Mission (TLM) and the unfortunate events which have 
overtaken it recently. 

May I once again appeal to members for contributions to the Newsletter in order to 
make it more interesting and even amusing! 

You will readily appreciate my confidence in sending out this issue word-perfect, when 
you read the following ! 

Nan Livesey. 

Number 8 

Eye have a spelling chequer. 
It came with my pea sea. 
It plainly marques four my revue, 
Mistakes I cannot sea. 
I've run this booklet threw it, 
I'm sure your plea's too no. 
It's letter perfect in it's weigh 
My chequer tolled me sew. Anon. 
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Borthwick of that Ilk 
John Henry Stuart 

23rd Lord Borthwick 
131h September 1905 - 30'h December 1996 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of Borthwick of that Ilk, John Henry 
Stuart, the 23rd Lord Borthwick. He passed away peacefully after a short illness, on 
December 30th, 1996 in his 92nd year. His wife, Margaret Frances (nee Cormack) had 
predeceased him but he is survived by his twin sons: John and Henry and three 
grandchildren: Georgina, Alexandra and Malcolm 

His life had come full circle, for the funeral service 
was held in Borthwick Parish Church, a mere stone's 
throw from the Castle in which he was born. The 
present church (1864) is the third to be built on 
almost the same site and incorporates "the best of 
the old ruins" including the South Aisle, built by 
the Borthwick family, probably about the same time 
as the Castle (1430's) or a little later . Two effigies, 
thought to be of the first Lord Borthwick and his 
Lady lie in the church and are regarded as among 
the finest of such monumental sculptures in Scotland 
. They are in the style of the mid 15th century and 
as the first Lord Borthwick received his title in 1452 
and died in 1483, they may well have been made in 
his lifetime. When Harry, as the 17th Laird of 
Crookston, came to prove his title, he succeeded in 
his claim to be the descendant of the second son of this, the first Lord Borthwick. Brass 
tablets set in the walls and two brightly coloured stained glass windows commemorate 
other members of the Borthwick family, including one, Captain Robert Borthwick, 
severely wounded in the Kaffir war ( 1850-3). These historical associations with the 
family we saw in the church that morning reminded us of the inevitability of death but 
the presence of the surviving family in the front pew with the promise of youth and the 
stability of the age-old buildings surrounding us, seem to give us hope of enduring 
traditions and perhaps represent a symbol of the life everlasting. 

The church was crowded with relatives, friends and members of the 
various organisations with which Lord Borthwick was involved. The service 
was conducted by the Reverend John L .McPake and the organist was Dr. 
John Walker. Members of the family read the lessons: Georgina the 23rd 
psalm; Malcolm a reading from Revelations and the 24th Lord Borthwick 
the Author's Epitaph by Sir Walter Raleigh. The hymn, "I vow to Thee 
my country" was significantly appropriate, for the Borth wicks, throughout their 
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long history, have served their country well, often in the past occupying positions 
close to the throne - and Harry was no exception in his service to his motherland. 

The minister in his address, recounted Harry's life-story and one realised how much 
living he had packed into his 90 plus years: a detailed account was published in this 
Newsletter at the time of his 90'h birthday. 

Nan Livesey DLJ. 

Chev. Nigel Tranter, as a fellow Knight and personal friend of many years pays the 
following tribute to our Grand Baili Emeritus. 

The Lord Borthwick of that Ilk. 

Harry Borthwick and I were knighted at the same time by the then Due de Brissac. 
That was in September 1961. But I had known him for many years before that, we both 
sharing many interests in common. We were both in the artillery during the Second 
World War - he aptly so, for the Borthwicks had been Masters of the Ordnance, or 
Royal Gunners of Scotland, and one of his ancestors built the first gunpowder works in 
the land. We were both concerned with country living, with castles and tower-houses, 
with heraldry and genealogy and much else, including Orders of Knighthood. My wife 
and I passed fulfilling visits to Crookston House with him and his hospitable wife, 
Margaret. 

Harry was a genial and congenial character. His friendliness towards all, whatever 
their background or status, was unfailing. He liked people, and made it evident. He led 
a very full and active life, with farms to manage, estates to run, marketing to see to, and 
the needs and problems of his tenants, dependants and employees to consider. But all 
these responsibilities were not allowed to limit his part in public life, which he accepted 
as going with the position into which he had been born, and in which he not only 
participated to the full but clearly enjoyed. His activities were legion. He was a county 
councillor for Midlothian, a Justice of the Peace, was an Honorary Member of the 
Council of the Scottish Clans Association and the Royal Military Institute of Canada, 
was on the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs. He sat on numerous committees and 
boards in the public interest, including the National Farmers' Union, the Wool Marketing 
Board, in the Department of Agriculture for Scotland and the South of Scotland 
Electricity Board. He was even a leading light in the Tartans Committee - this not to 
mention his leadership of the knightly Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem. I could go on 
and on. 

And all this , of course, was much amplified when he claimed, and established his right 
to, the ancient title of Lord Borthwick, created in 1452, and was instituted 23rd Lord of 
that Ilk. This carried with it a seat in the House of Lords, a duty and responsibility 
which he took very seriously, being one of the most constant attenders at the 
parliamentary debates, with weekly visits to London, his peerage being one of the 
most ancient and still represented there. 
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I had the privilege of sitting at his side at the Lord Lyon King of Arms' Court in 
Edinburgh when the decision was made that his was indeed the style and title of Lord 
Borthwick, a very significant and special occasion. It is a very small courtroom, however 
important, with only a few people able to be present, and Sir Malcolm Innes ofEdingight, 
presiding, very assured and judicial. Is it an exaggeration to say that part of our national 
heritage was being restored that day? 

Harry did not confine his activities to Scotland and the House of Lords, apart alto
gether from his overseas visitations on behalf of the Order of St. Lazarus. He had close 
links with Germany and France, Italy and Spain, even with the tiny state of Andorra in 
the Pyrenees, carrying the Scottish dimension thereto. With all this, he remained a very 
friendly and companionable person, as witness his membership of many clubs, socie
ties and sodalities. In many of his activities he was supported and encouraged, in his 
later years, by Linde McGregor, a Dame of the Order. 

Chev. Nigel Tranter 

Charitable Events 

Our normal programme of social and charitable events has been subject to a few changes 
this year. I am reminded of the notice on public transport in Cork: "The service on 
December 26th will be that of a normal Sunday, with certain cancellations, alterations 
and additions." In fact, most of our usual events have taken place, albeit at different 
times of the year. Unfortunately for this year's annual balance sheet, the Grand Ball 
and Investiture occurred outwith the current financial year; the annual Carol Service 
was cancelled largely through lack of support and one feature was added to the pro
gramme. Chev. Jim Gray tells us about the first of this series, which was conceived by 
Patricia, Baroness of Lee and discussed at the November 1995 Social Committee 
Meeting 

The Lunch with ... Series 

The launch of the "Lunch with . ... Series" took place at the Carlton Highland Hotel on 
Sunday, 12th May 1996 and if the first event is to prove a barometer for the future, the 
concept will prove a successful fund-raiser. 
It was hosted and organised by Patricia, Baroness of Lee. The guest speaker was Nor
man Irons CBE JP, the former Provost of Edinburgh, who gave an insight into the 
sometimes complex role of the first citizen of Edinburgh. Chev. David McNeill, man
ager of the Carlton Highland Hotel ensured that the sixty seven members of the Order 
and their guests who attended, enjoyed a splendid lunch in the Quills Restaurant. It 
provided a superb setting for this informal event and many, as they left, were asking 
when the next one would be held. 
Chev. J. Gray 
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The second in the series, "Lunch with .... ", took place on Sunday lOth, November 
1996 in the same location and proved equally successful. The proposed speaker, Mr. 
Trevor Yerbury, was unable to attend but, at relatively short notice, Mr. Harry Linley 
took his place. He was for many years a Director of the firm of Kinloch Anderson and 
from a wealth of knowledge and experience talked about Tartan. Chev. George Way, in 
his vote of thanks commented on his very evident love of his subject and the 
enthusiasm which he communicated to his audience. 
Miss Mura Davison presented a cheque for over £300 which she had personally raised 
for the charitable funds of the Order. Those who attended the lunch each made a 
generous donation and the money collected, was given to support the work of the . 
Cheshire Homes. 

The Conversazione 

The conversazione was unchanged and, 
comme d' habitude, was the first event in 
our social calendar of the year. It took 
place, as usual in the Scottish Arts Club 
in Edinburgh and was well-attended, for 
it provides a great opportunity for 
members to socialise and catch up with 
news after the summer break. Our new 
Grand Baili, the Baron of Lee, at his first 
event holding that office, was formally 
introduced and then set forth his aims and 
aspirations for the Scottish jurisdiction 

Presentation of a cheque to Stephen Neale, 
the Director of Services of the Leonard 
Cheshire Services (Edinburgh and 
Glasgow) by our Receiver General Chev. 
K H Livesey in Mayfield House Edinburgh 
in November 1996 

Mura Davison hands over a cheque for £350 
which she raised for the Order of St. Lazarus. 

during his tenure. During his statement of intent, he asked all members to fulfil their 
promise of Charity: to one another; to their country and finally to those in need 
overseas. He stressed the importance of the spirit of brotherhood, with love towards 
our fellow members guiding our thoughts, words and deeds throughout our lives. 

Number 8 June 1997 9 



The Annual Dinner 

On March lst, 1997, almost a hundred members and their guests attended our annual 
dinner, held in the splendid setting of the Physician's Hall in Edinburgh. Our two guest 
speakers, Mr. Alan Bain, a landscape architect, and Mr. Jim Lavery, the Depute 
Director of Housing in Edinburgh, approached their task light-heartedly and provided 
the cabaret for the evening. Alan Bain recounted anecdotes mainly from the field of 
sport, whilst Jim Lavery, himself a Belfast man, drew from a vast reservoir of typical 
Irish humour. The generous raffle served to increase the money raised that evening for 
charity and we thus felt able to present a cheque for £1,000 to our designated charity. 
On this occasion we decided to help a relatively new charitable organisation, the 
Maggie's Cancer Caring Centre, set up only last November in Edinburgh. It was founded 
by Maggie Keswick Jenks and guided by her experiences as a cancer patient. It is a 
place for people who have cancer, their families and friends. Maggie, before the diag
nosis of her breast cancer, had no prior knowledge of the disease and found herself 
being given bewildering fragments of advice from many different sources outside the 
hospital and little time for support and counselling from within. She felt that people 
like herself would benefit from a centre that would enable them to address all aspects 
of living with cancer, share experiences with other people with cancer and inform 
themselves about the medical realities of their disease. The goal of Maggie's Cancer 
Caring Centre is to keep people who have cancer as healthy in mind and body as is 
possible, by enabling them to participate actively in the treatment of their disease. It 
does not provide an alternative to regular medical treatment, but an important 
supplement to that treatment. By being in a thoughtful partnership with his or her 
doctor, a patient will feel more hopeful , less isolated and more in control of his or 
her own situation. 

The Grand Baili, The Baron of Lee and Chev. Douglas G. Gair ofChampfleurie, hand over a 
cheque for £1000 to Adele from Maggie's Cancer Caring Centre. 
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The Maggie's Cancer Caring Centre is in the Stables, Western General Hospital NHS 
Trust, in Edinburgh and offers free support in the form of support groups, counselling, 
information, nutritional advice, benefits advice and relaxation therapies to any person 
affected by cancer, whether patient, family member, carer or friend. It will not initially 
offer a wide range of complementary therapies but will facilitate access to these as 
offered by trained and experienced professionals. The Centre plans to provide a popu
lation base for psychological research and though functioning separately from the Cancer 
Treatment Centre within the Western General Hospital, will develop close links, with 
the staff there and those involved in psychological research. ( This information was 
taken from "View from the Front-line" written by Maggie Jenks herself and from the 
publicity leaflets published by the charity). 

Our Grand Baili, stressed the importance of the work of this particular charity, point
ing out that very few of our family circles remain untouched by the cruel finger of 
cancer. He thanked the speakers for giving us of their time and efforts without charge 
and also for the support of the members of the Order during his first months in office. 
Finally, he announced the date of the Investiture (April 12th 1997), and of a memorial 
service for the late Lord Borthwick. 

The Memorial Service for the life of the late 
the Rt. Hon. the Lord Borthwick of that Ilk, 

GCMLJ 
and 

The Service of Investiture, 1997 

This combined service was held in St. Mary's Cathedral, Edinburgh. His Excellency, 
the Due de Brissac, our Grand Master, and his wife, the Duchesse graced it with their 
presence, particularly to pay tribute to the long and outstanding service that the late 
Lord Borthwick had given to the Order. Members of his family, including his twin 
sons and grandchildren were present in the front pews of the church. 

Trumpeters heralded the procession of Ladies, Knights, the colourful panoply of ban
ners, the Sword and Cross bearers. A piper announced the arrival of our Grand Baili, 
the Baron of Lee, his wife, Patricia, and the Due and Duchesse de Brissac. One of the 
most poignant parts of the service was the bearing of the sword together with the 
personal banner of the late Lord Borthwick up to the High Altar, accompanied only by 
a lament on the pipes. Chev. Hugh Mackay spoke with eloquence and great sensitivity 
about Harry, recalling the time in the early 1960's when they both were admitted into 
the Order. Above all , he remembered Harry's tremendous enthusiasm in extending and 
publicising the work of the Order. It can truly be said that the energy with which he 
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tackled the modem crusade against leprosy (perhaps one of the unfashionable illnesses, 
as Hugh remarked) never faltered or failed right up to the end of our Grand Baili 's life. 
Chev. Nigel Tranter has recalled his many and varied activities in the obituary in this 
issue. Suffice it to say, that few, if any, could have failed to have been moved by 
Hugh's personal tribute to a dear friend, delivered on behalf of all those who knew and 
loved Harry. Chaplains of the Order, in turn, read appropriate lessons and led the con
gregation in prayer. A beautiful anthem by the choir, magnificent music from the organ 
and well-kent hymns sung by the congregation completed the Memorial Service. 

The Investiture proceeded according to the slightly revised ritual prescribed by the 
Grand Magistracy. It was conducted with such dignity and precision that it earned a 
special word of praise from the Grand Master in his after-lunch speech. Our Grand 
Baili, presiding for the first time on such an occasion, must have been proud (and not 
a little relieved) to hear such an accolade. 

12 

Those admitted into the Order; 
Neil Edward Allison as AssCHLJ 
Gordon Casely as OLJ 
John Cole Donaldson as OLJ 
James Robert Hodge as OLJ 
David Park as OLJ 
David CunninghAm Simpson as OLJ 
Peter Charles Watson as OLJ 
George Young as OLJ 
Mercy Mary Millar Devine as OLJ 
Nancy Robb Simpson as OLJ 
Christopher Patrick Balfour (Lord Kinross) as CLJ 
Susan Jane Balfour (Lady Kinross) as CLJ 
Hugh Alexander Macpherson as CLJ 
Ronald Busch Reisinger as CLJ 
Those promoted from OLJ to CLJ: 
Peter M Gardiner 

Francis Thomas Tree 
Those promoted to DLJ: 
Susan Andrew (in absentia) 
Jane Wright Shade Bee 
Those promoted to KLJ: 
John Aylwin-Henry 
James Campbell Bryan 
Christian Orr Ewing 
Ian Stuart King 
Gordon Francis Rintoul 
Ernest Thomson Robinson, OBE 
Maurice C R Taylor, Baron of Portlethen 

Ronald E Partington was promoted to KCLJ 
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Thomas Bee received the Merit Award of OMLJ 
The Due and Due hesse de Brissac 

Lunch followed at the Grosvenor Hotel with wine and good fellowship at all tables. 
Then came the delightful surprise presentation of a Wilkinson sword, suitably inscribed, 
to the Duke who received it with great interest and evident pleasure. Apparently the 
Duke's son, present at the proceedings, had been taken into confidence in exchange for 
making sure the French was correct! Chev. Douglas Gair gave a toast to the "Lasses" 
after our Loyal toast and one to the President of the French Republic. Our Grand Baili 
mused that it was for him both a sad and happy day: sad to say a final farewell to Lord 
Borthwick but happy to welcome into the Order, his lawyer, Lord Kinross together 
with his wife, and his personal chaplain. He also announced a very generous donation 
by Dr. Michael Smurfitt that would more than compensate for the loss of the revenue 
from the ball in this year's accounts and, as he said, "We'll have the proceeds from two 
balls next year!" Our first principle, that of Charity, has been well fulfilled and we can 
look forward with optimism, to the coming year. 

Nan Livesey 

The Annual Report of the Commandery of 
Dalriada 

The fifth annual Commandery's Dinner was held in the Parish Hall Glasgow on the 
12th October, 1996 and was attended by over forty guests. Chev. Hugh MacDonald, 
Commander of Dalriada, welcomed them by reminding them of the Rules of St. Lazarus: 
"May God make us prudent in all undertakings; courageous in dangers; patient in 
adversity and humble in success. May God grant that we may be governed by Thy 
wisdom; consoled by Thy mercy and guarded by Thy power." 
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Representing the Grand Priory were the Baron of Lee, newly elected as Grand·Prior, 
and his wife, Patricia, the Secretary-General, Chev. Douglas Gair, the Receiver-Gen
eral, Chev. Keith Livesey and his wife, Nan and the Vice- Chancellor, Chev. Ronald 
Partington and his wife, Elizabeth. It was particularly good to see Chev. Robert Mcintyre 
and his wife, Betty who nursed him so well after his recent hospitalisation on his return 
from Canada. As the founding father of the Commandery, we are all indebted to him 
for his success in welding together the pieces of armoury which became Dalriada. 
Robert in his usual quiet manner has shrugged off what would have been a serious 
problem to many and the Commander expressed the delight of all members to see him 
in such fine fettle. 

A good meal was enjoyed before the Grand Prior, the Baron of Lee made a brief speech 
expressing his best wishes for the continuing good work of the Order and intimating 
that his door was always open for the officers to meet with him and contribute ideas 
which would be of service. The Commander then introduced the well-known televi
sion entertainer, Bill Dennison who delighted his audience with his singing of many of 
the fine old Scottish songs. The evening ended with the usual raffle , organised by 
Commander Campbell Bryan, and at least Douglas Gair departed with a smile on his 
face, clutching a bottle of our national drink to comfort him during the New Year 
festivities. 

The Annual Raffle 

The annual raffle was again organised with great success by Commander Campbell 
Bryan and over £500 was raised for the 1996 choice of charity, the Princess Louise 
Scottish Hospital, Erskine. Most of the members of Dalriada contributed prizes and 
sold tickets in aid of this deserving charity that gives aid to the war-wounded. The total 
sum was increased by a very generous donation from the Grand Priory. 

Chev. Hugh MacDonald O.St.J, KCJL, KMLJ 

Members from our ranks admitted into the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. 
John of Jerusalem. 

Ewen S. Murray OBE, CSt.J, CLJ, FSA Scot. 

Hugh MacDonald OSt.J, KCLJ, KMLJ, FRSA, FSA Scot., M.Inst.M, ONE. 

Thomas Bee SBSt.J, CLJ, OMLJ. 

Jane Bee SSt.St.J, DLJ. 
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A Prayer for Today 

Despite our ancient lineage, the Order of St. Lazarus prides itself on keeping up-to
date with modern thinking and technology. Is this perhaps going too far?! .... 

Let us pray: 
Upload 
Standard Format for Communications to Senior(Ultimate) Management. 

"Our Universal Chairperson in Outer Space, your identity enjoys the highest rating on 
prioritised selectivity scale. May your sphere of influence take on reality parameters, 
may your mindset be implemented on this planet as in Outer Space. Allot to us, at this 
point in time and on a per diem basis a sufficient and balanced dietary food intake, and 
rationalise a disclaimer against our negative feedback as we rationalise a disclaimer 
against negative feedback of others. And deprogram our negative potentialities, but 
desensitise the impact of the counter-productive force. For yours is the dominant sphere 
of influence, the ultimate capability, and the highest qualitative analysis rating, at this 
point in time, and extending beyond a limited time frame. Message ends." 

From a minister in Ontario, quoted in the "Scotsman Diary," 11.09.96. 

Confessions of a PC junkie 

After the recent revelation that Hilary Clinton's guru talks to the goddess Athena via 
her PC, along comes another epiphany. IT brings us ever closer to God. 

The Lazarus Society, a religious charity in Cologne, Germany, has just developed a 
CD-ROM software package which takes confession and dispenses penances- it's called 
Online Jesus. 

Apparently, it's kosher. Each disk is said to have been blessed and consecrated by a 
priest. 

The programme allocates tariffs to each of seven deadly sins. Envy is worth 10 points, 
as is drug abuse. Coveting a neighbour's spouse is worth 22 points. No doubt the 
overall aim is to develop some kind of point-based loyalty scheme. 

What we want to know is how many points you need to ensure you get a place on the 
brighter side of the afterworld? 

Taken from "Backbytes " , a magazine for Computer buffs. 

(This surely has gone too far. - Ed.) 
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News from the Grand Priory of England and 
Wales. 

At a private ceremony on Friday 26th April 1996, at Archbishop's House (the 
Cardinal's residence), the Grand Master invested H.E. Cardinal Basil Hume, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, with an Ecclesiastical Grand Cross of the Order. 
The ceremony was attended also by the Duchesse de Brissac and by Chev. Robin 
Gowlland GCLJ, Bailiff of the Grand Priory of England and Wales, accompanied by 
his wife, Rosalie. 

The Grand Master and his Duchesse then proceeded north to the home of the Grand 
Prior of England and Wales, His Grace the Duke of Westminster, at Eaton Hall near 
Chester. The events there were also attended by H.S.H. Princess Tatiana von Metternich, 
Grand Bailiff of the Order in Germany and by Chev. Tony Sallmann, Grand Bailiff of 
the Order in Australia and his wife, and by Chev. Robin Gowlland. 

On the Friday evening we enjoyed an excellent gala dinner in the Long Room at Eaton 
Hall, presided over by our Grand Prior. On the following morning, an Investiture was 
held in the Duke of Westminster's splendid 19th century private chapel with its high 
tower visible for miles around. The Grand Master presided, in the presence of the 
Duke of Westminster. Following the Investiture, we again adjourned to the Long Room 
for a festive lunch, before an opportunity to inspect the museum exhibits and the 
family collection of coaches, all in immaculate condition. 

It was announced at this meeting that the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. & 
Rt.Hon. Dr. George Carey, has consented to receive also the Ecclesiastical GCLJ, and 
he will be invested as soon as his schedule and that of the Grand Master allow. 

Dr. Martin Stanton, KLJ. 

Ed.- In fact, the Archbishop of Canterbury was invested with the Ecclesiastical GCLJ 
on Tuesday, 12th November 1996. 
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The International Reunion, 
New Orleans, April16- 21st, 1996 

New Orleans, the setting for this year's Magistral Meeting is a compact, vibrant city: a 
city of iron-lace clad balconies; diverse architecture in the" cities of the dead " (the 
best in New Orleans according to Mark Twain!); jazz throbbing on every street corner; 
markets and antique shops; and yea man, yea, that ole Mississippi he still keeps rollin ' 
along! We did what every visitor does: had lunch on a balcony with jazz playing in the 
street below; imbibed the heady atmosphere of the hidden courtyards of Brannen's and 
the Court of Two Sisters; sampled the beignets of the Cafe du Monde; cruised down 
the river in a paddle steamer; paid homage to Preservation Hall, the home of jazz; 
wandered through the narrow streets of the Yieux Carre and resisted bargains in the 
French Market -well almost. On a two-day post-conference tour to Natchez upriver, 
we visited the grand plantation homes and saw the setting of "Gone with the Wind" 
and "Showboat". It was all great fun! 

Chev.Leslie Peter, the Baron of Lee. Chev. Douglas G. Gair ofChampfleurie 
Chev. Keith Livesey and Dame Nan Livesey. 

The Plenary Sessions. 
Only four members attended the Reunion from Scotland: Chev. Douglas Gair, 

· Chev. Leslie Peters, the Baron of Lee, Keith and myself. Altogether 475 
members were present and at the Investiture we assembled under 36 
different banners . The Grand Commandery of the South hosted the event, 
organised very efficiently by a Committee , chaired by the Grand 
Commander, Chev. George Schneider but, Chev. Luis Banos GCLJ, KMLJ , 

Number 8 June 1997 17 



LLB, the man who had envisaged it and had worked so hard towards it, sadly died just 
before and was thus denied seeing the successful outcome of his dreams. The Mass on 
Sunday appropriately became his memorial service. 

The Grand Master, the Due de Brissac, presided over the meeting, ably assisted by 
Chev. H. von Leden. The Duchess accompanied her husband and we were privileged 
to hear her speak on " The King that God gives to the World " at one of the formal 
lunches. The Grand Patriarch, now nearly 88 years old blessed our proceedings each 
day, beseeching us to pray for peace to return to the Lebanon. After 17 years of war, it 
has experienced only a few years of peace and at this time was enduring violence and 
faced with a growing refugee problem. The Grand Master commended the work that 
has been done for charity; appealed for unification within the Order and urged us not to 
neglect the spiritual side of our vows. He stressed that we should try to recruit young 
people to ensure the survival of the Order. 

The Grand Secretary-General assured us our finances were in order and appealed for 
contributions for the International Newsletter. In his report, the Grand Hospitaller said 
that our programme had been so successful that the Holy Father had become cognisant 
of our relief work. The European Union had concluded a partnership agreement with 
Lazarus-Hilfswerk and the American Association was achieving the same distinction 
with the US Agency for International development. Chev. von Leden then indicated 
that he wished to be relieved of some of his responsibilities and Professor Jean Murat 
and General Thomas Yarrington have been appointed as his deputies, the former in 
Europe and the latter to work in the non European countries. 

The hard-core of the Meeting for the members took place in the plenary sessions. As 
usual, each jurisdiction had submitted a report on its charitable work during the last 
two years and a delegate from each was invited to speak, enlarging or emphasising 
points from these reports. These may be borrowed from me on request so I shall there
fore mention only the highlights from these sessions. 

The Spafford Children's Home. 

It has been recognised that the Order should not buy the property nor take over the 
day-to-day running of the clinic but St. Lazarus has promised to provide 100,000 dol
lars a year towards its maintenance. In return, the unoccupied space within the prop
erty provides a home for the Order and becomes a visible symbol of the continuity, 
over 900 years, of the work of the Order that had its beginnings in that very spot where 
once again its flag may fly. Already 200,000 dollars have been raised, thus providing 
for the first two years and now the appeal is for a further one and a half million dollars 
that will generate an annual 100,000 dollars from then on. The American jurisdiction 
will, once again match any donations from elsewhere. 
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The Nove Hutte Project. 

This hospice is now called the Hospice St. Lazaire and an excellent video allowed us 
to visualise this superb clinic. Unfortunately it is not yet medically equipped or fur
nished but the French Jurisdiction has already despatched some equipment. The" Scot
tish Roof" looked in good order! This Project was the vision of Chev. Professor Federsal 
who alas, died before its completion. He would have been proud to know that the Pope 
has promised to open it next year. The Holy Father has particular interest in this as, 
when he was a Cardinal, this area came within his jurisdiction. 

The Grand Priory of America. 

The US Government has recognised our eminent status as a relief organisation by 
appointing the American Association of the Order to be the US Agency for Interna
tional Development and proceedings for a partnership agreement are in progress. 

Lazarus Hilfswerk. 

The immense work of this Commandery continues unabated. Complete dental stations 
have been set up in Croatia, Russia, Chile, Brazil, Mongolia, the Ukraine, Peru and 
Nicaragua as well as donations of cash and other medical aid to Poland, India, Cambo
dia etc. 

The German Jurisdiction 

Princess Tatiana Metternich, herself of Russian descent, and now Grand Baili of Ger
many gave an impassioned talk about the plight of the Russian people. She, coordinat
ing with the English Priory, is masterminding an immense charitable mission working 
especially for the welfare of the Russian children, some of whom have been brought 
home to "Johannisberg " for short spells. It is reported that children are being mur
dered so that their organs may be sold and she urged us to try to prevent all sale of 
organs to avoid this. Professor Ruth Bowden from the English Priory, added details of 
the contribution of decent clothing and medicines to Russia. 

The Netherlands Jurisdiction. 

Dr. Louise Stutterheim of the Netherlands spoke with authority and great sensitivity 
about the current treatment of leprosy and showed us the Hands and Feet Leprosy 
posters giving information about leprosy to be edited in the appropriate native lan
guage and sent out to the medical mission stations in India, Africa, China, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Indonesia and Thailand. It is hoped they will encourage victims to seek the 
early help necessary for their cure (see the article by Rev. John McConnell in the 1995 
Newsletter and also in this issue). She stressed the imperative need to educate them for 
rehabilitation and reinstatement into their communities. 
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The Canadian Jurisdiction. 

Chev. J.C. Dubuc, Grand Prior of Canada reported that Canada has adopted Palliative 
care as its national focus as well as supporting leprosy research projects and the 
international appeals. 

The Isle of Man. 

The smallest Commandery, but with a big heart, is still supporting the training of nurses 
in the Holy Land but is concentrating its efforts in collecting good quality clothing 
and outgrown children's shoes. These are collected in boxes set up in schools- a good 
idea and one well worth copying? 

Conclusion. 

The Grand Master in his concluding remarks, whilst acknowledging all the charitable 
work that was being done, asked us to address, in particular, the following problems, 
some of which must be regarded as " new " ones: the increasing incidence of skin 
cancer; the rehabilitation of lepers now that a cure is possible; the plight of the 
growing number of homeless, some of whom are dying in the streets, especially the 
children who are often sold as prostitutes or murdered for the sale of their organs. He 
visualises the proliferation of centres like the Spafford Children's home to deal with 
the welfare of deprived children throughout the world. 

The Religious Ceremonies. 

The spiritual side of the Reunion was inspiring and uplifting. Especially so, was our 
visit to the Old Ursuline Convent which houses the National Shrine of the Order. The 
Chapel is charmingly appointed with an appealing simplicity and many Lazarite 
associations: the exquisite shell shaped candlesticks reminding us of the pilgrimages 
and the almost stark bas-relief carving behind the altar, depicting the Raising of Lazarus. 
A full description of the Convent follows separately. The Vigil was held in the Christ 
Church Cathedral on Charles Avenue and the Investiture (c. 115 candidates) in the 
Shrine of our Lady of Prompt Succour. This is also beautifully described in a following 
article. Full Mass in St. Mary 's Church (Our Lady of Victory Church) was sung in 
English on Sunday morning, with the Grand Patriarch taking a significant part in 
the service. 
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The Social Scene. 

No Magistral Meeting would be complete without its social aspect and did we party! 
We were entertained at the beautiful home of Chev. James Stone; we dined at Antoine's; 
were guests of the exclusive Plimsoll Club on the 29th floor of the World Trade Cen
tre; had dinner in the New Orleans Country Club and then the ultimate climax, the 
Grand Ball on Saturday evening. 

It was a great experience. New Orleans itself lifts the heart and sets the toes a-tapping. 
Meeting friends we have met now at all the four meetings we have attended is so 
rewarding. The immense work of the Order worldwide is inspiring and gaining for us 
a tremendous status throughout the world, from a message of good will from the Presi
dent of the USA to the personal recognition of the Pope himself. 

Both the following articles are taken from the Newsletter of 
the Grand Priory of America.- November/December, 1995. 

The first article, entitled The Old Ursuline Convent was written by Mme. Gretchen 
Clarke, OLJ. 

The oldest building of record in the entire Mississippi valley is the Old Ursuline Con
vent, constructed in 1745 at the command of King Louis XV of France. I wondered if 
he ever dreamed that one day this very edifice would house the National Shrine of the 
ancient Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem. This was the New 
World and King Louis himself was a member of this chivalric Order. 

The Ursuline Nuns in Louisiana have worked continuously for over 250 years with a 
dedication that is rarely seen today. It was these generous .adies who donated the old 
convent to the Bishop of New Orleans over a century and a half ago. 

In 1725 Pere Nicholas Ignace de Beau bois, Superior of the Jesuit Mission of the Illi
nois, came to New Orleans and after conferring with Governor Bienville, agreed to 
induce the Ursuline Nuns at Rouen, France to undertake the work of educating young 
girls and caring for the sick. Twelve Ursulines sailed from France to Louisiana. So 
began a long, productive and happy association which continues to this day. 

The existing convent building was completed in 1752 by the French Colonial Engi
neers. Today it is from the convent's chapel that you can enter the Chapel of St. Lazarus 
and the National Shrine of the Order of St..Lazarus. A wealth of beauty, exquisite taste 
and history awaits you. Only in Europe in its ancient cathedrals can you experience 
anything compared to this architectural beauty with its wrought iron gates, its detailed 
altar relief depicting Christ raising Lazarus from the dead, and the shields and flags of 
the five Commanderies of the United States. 
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The second article, entitled Solemn Investiture is by Mme. Catherine Bensabat B"anos, 
BrMLJ, MMLJ. 

The National Shrine of Our Lady of Prompt Succor. 

Although the Church itself dates from modern times, having been built in 1927, it is 
the miraculous statue of Our Lady that is historically significant. In 1810 it was brought 
from France by Mother St. Michel Gensoul to the old Ursuline Convent where it was 
venerated for many years before its removal to the church and convent in uptown New 
Orleans. 

It is one of the very few crowned statues of the Virgin Mary in North America. The 
gold and precious jewels used in making the crowns of Mary, and the child Jesus were 
donated by the citizens of New Orleans. 

The statue is venerated under the title Prompt Succor (quick help) because of two 
miracles attributed to it- victory over the British in 1815 and reprieve from a disas
trous fire that threatened to destroy the convent and nearby buildings in 1812. 

The stained glass windows portray scenes from the life of Christ and, together with the 
Stations of the Cross, were modelled on those of the Cathedral at Chartres. The ceiling 
is of wood in "old English" finish; the woodwork is of cypress and pine and the arch at 
the entrance to the Sanctu~ry is ornamented with the Rood Beam - typical of many 
fine English churches. On the main altar rests the miraculous golden statue of Our 
Lady of Prompt Succor- the focal point of the Shrine. 

To those of us who have had the good fortune to 
have been a part of the Ursuline tradition - the 
teachings of St. Angela Merici, foundress of the 
Order, we are aware that the very motto of the 
Ursuline student- to serve- bears a great simi
larity to the charge the Order of St. Lazarus gives 
its postulants- "I will serve." It is quite fitting 
then that our historic city will also share a part of 
its religious history with the delegates to the Grand 
Magistral Meeting in April. 

Aid to Former Communist 
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The Order of St. La:arus Shrine, 
Chapel of St. Lazarus, in the old 
Ursuline Conve/11, New Orleans. 
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Countries. 

I have a Polish friend who collects good quality unwanted clothing and takes it 
regularly to Poland for the use of his family and their friends. For this purpose my 
daughter-in-law had gathered together outgrown children's clothes and shoes. Her 
little son, aged five, asked first, what was in the black bin-bags and then why his shirts 
and trousers were inside. When his Mummy explained that Grandma was going to 
send them to Poland, he asked, "Aren't there any shops in Poland?" "Well, yes," his 
Mummy answered, but then had the difficult task of explaining shortages and the 
relatively high cost of clothing in such countries. "What sort of clothes do the Polos 
wear?" was the next question. With a hidden smile, she said they'd be delighted to 
wear any respectable clothes that kind people would send to their country. 

Most jurisdictions of the Order throughout the world have sent help to the former 
Communist countries but at the recent New Orleans Magistral Meeting, (see report), 
further appeals for more help were made. The Council of our Bailiwick would be 
grateful if a member would come forward and offer to coordinate contributions that 
members, as a whole, might make. 

Nan Livesey 

St. Lazarus Mention in the Rule of the Templars 

In a recent ( 1992) English translation of Henri de Curzon 's 1806 edition of the French 
Rule of the Knights Templar, derived from medieval manuscripts, we find the 
following rule which may be of interest. 

"443. When it befalls any brother that by the will of Our Lord he contracts leprosy and 
the thing is proven, the worthy men of the house should admonish him and ask him to 
request permission to leave the house and go to St. Lazarus, and take the habit of a 
brother of St. Lazarus: and the sick brother, if he is a good man, should obey them, and 
yet it would be better if he requested the said permission himself before being 
admonished and asked. And if the brother asks for the said permission, the Master or 
the one it concerns should give the said permission, but he should do so with the 
advice of the brothers; and afterwards the Master and the worthy men of the house 
should look after him and help him until the habit of St. Lazarus is given to him. And 
so they should studiously take care of such of our brothers, that he becomes a brother 
of St. Lazarus in such a way that he does not lack any of the things he requires for his 
meagre upkeep for as long as he lives." 

From: The Rule Qfthe Templars, translation by J.M. Upton-Ward, The Boydell Press, 
Woodbridge, Suffolk, United Kingdom, 1992 
Reprinted from the Saint Lazarus Newsletter of the Grand Commandery of the 
Atlantic, July/August 1994. 
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Report of the Leprosy Mission 

The Leprosy Mission (TLM) is very grateful for the continuing support given towards 
the work in opthalmics. One of the great problems is that Indians will not record their 
gratitude by letter, although they are extremely grateful for the gifts which allow eye
surgery etc. to continue. 

On the sixth of October, 1996, the hospital which is owned by TLM in Lemere, NE 
Zaire was attacked by Tutsi rebels and many patients were killed in their beds where 
they lay. Three nurses on night duty ware murdered and four hostages were seized 
including Rumenera, one of TLM's national staff. He was released in December, un
harmed, but we do not know the fate of the other hostages. 

The hospital is in chaos. The rebels stole all the drugs stored in the hospital pharmacy, 
as well as the jeeps used to transport the staff to the clinics. This has created massive 
problems for the skeleton staff who have been able to return to this shattered oasis of 
care and compassion. After the attack many patients fled though they urgently require 
complete bed-rest to cure their leg and foot ulcers. It was difficult enough to encourage 
some of them to leave their own district to come to the hospital in the first instance and 
now with this kind of interruption to our work, these folk will have lost any faith which 
they had in our staff and organisation . It will take some time to put this hospital back 
into proper use and to build up the trust which is so important in this work, especially 
when there are so many prejudices attached to the disease of leprosy. 

May I introduce some of the people who devote their lives in the fight against leprosy. 

Dr. Kirsteen Thomson is our opthalmologist in the Purulia Hospital, West Bengal which 
I visited in 1995 and where the gift from the Order was taken. Kirsteen was born in 
Saldoha in the State of Bihar, about 60 miles over the border from Purulia. She was 
raised and educated in India before coming to Edinburgh for her senior education and 
then to Glasgow to study medicine. She then majored in opthalmics and completed 
this course in Edinburgh. Both her parents are doctors, who spent most of their work
ing lives as missionaries in Saldoha. They are now retired and live in Kilmarnock. 

June Nash, a nurse, stayed last weekend at our home and talked to us about her life. 
She has spent more than twenty years working in Papua New Guinea and the last two 
years in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia where she worked with ALERT- the All Africa Anti
leprosy and Rehabilitation Federation. TLM does not put money into this organisation 
as it feels it better to have personnel working there. It is very necessary for TLM to be 
involved in, not just the action with the patient at the hospital or at the roadside, but to 
be in the midst of the health education. June has spent many years working in this field 
and has coordinated many series of lectures etc. for the staff of many organisations 
including those at government level. 

24 June 1997 Number 8 

Assisting in this educative work is Heather Currie, a physiotherapist, from Belfast. 
Heather was also in the Far East before going to ALERT to become part of this educa
tion team, which is working towards the eradication of leprosy. 

TLM thank the Order most sincerely for their continuing support in gift and prayer. 

The Revd. John G. McConnell CHLJ. MICFM. 

Photographs of Bruce's Wei/ taken by Chev. Hugh MacDonald recording the work of 
St. La:arus in the I 3th century, in the West of Scotland. 

Father Damien and the Scottish Connection 

Father Damien, christened Joseph de Veuster, was born in a small hamlet, Tremeloo, in 
North Belgium in 1840. Brought up as a normal country boy, he engaged in the rural 
occupations around him, especially acquiring muscular strength and physical fitness 
in the blacksmith's shop. These practical skills were to serve him well in his later life 
as a missionary. 

Though he was destined by his father to go into commerce, his conviction that he had 
a religious vocation grew so strong that despite initial family opposition, he joined his 
older brother in a monastic institution, commonly known as the Picpus Fathers. The 
two brothers studied the classics, advanced theology and philosophy together at the 
Louvain University, the older brother helping the younger to catch up after his late 
start. After attending a lecture the two brothers were fired with enthusiasm to become 
missionaries but only the older brother, now fully ordained, was accepted to go to 
Honolulu. However, he contracted typhus and though he survived largely because of 
the careful nursing by Damien, he was not strong enough to travel. Grudgingly, Damien, 
not yet ordained, was allowed to take his place. During these years a strong bond had 
developed between the brothers and it is through the letters home and , in particular, 
those to his older brother that we know so much about Damien's thoughts, plans, 
disappointments and successes. 
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In Honolulu, Damien was soon ordained and given the parishes of Puna and later 
Kahola. His hard physical work: building new churches; death-defying visits to re
mote parts of his parishes and, above all, his deep faith made him a great success and 
good reports were carried back to his Bishop. 

On the boat to Honolulu, the Captain had told Damien that the native population was 
reduced from 400,000 to about 50,000 largely caused by the triple scourges of syphi
lis, consumption and leprosy all introduced by the white man. This never ceased to 
haunt the priest. Leprosy especially was increasing rapidly. In medieval Europe, when 
leprosy was at its peak, leper houses (some 2000 in France alone) run by monks, but 
often supported by the Orders of St. Lazarus and St. John granted permanent homes, 
food, care and clothing to any supplicant leper. However, when the Black Death al
most eradicated leprosy- the lepers easily succumbing to the disease- the leper houses 
closed and the remaining lepers down the centuries, still forcibly segregated, lived in 
great distress bereft of any organised aid. By the nineteenth century, there was still no 
effective treatment for leprosy and indeed the bacillus was not isolated by Hansen 
until the latter part ofDamien's lifetime and he would not have been aware of it. Thus, 
in order to try to stem the epidemic in Honolulu, the Government bought a peninsular 
tract of land on the island of Molokai. Harsh measures were introduced to seek out and 
deport all victims there. Father Damien himself was involved in preventing a heartbro
ken husband from turning a gun on his wife's would-be captors and he persuaded the 
authorities to allow the husband to accompany his wife to the island. This later became 
the policy of those who wished it. This incident left an indelible mark on the young 
priest. The situation on Molokai became alarming and volunteers were recruited to go 
and take charge. Father Damien 's record of courage and pioneering at Puna and Kohala 
made him the obvious choice. 

Nothing that he had learnt prepared Damien for the unspeakable horror he found 
on Molokai: lepers, hungry and filthy with untreated sores, mutilated limbs, lay 
waiting for the release of death. Prostitution and drunkenness were commonplace 
but it was the dejection and apathy of the dying population that devastated the young 
priest most. Practical as ever, he set to work first, symbolically, to clean and repair the 
little wooden church. He, personally dug deep graves and made coffins for the dead to 
avoid pollution of the soil and he was to continue these tasks almost to his own death. 
He mixed freely with the living, treating and dressing the sores himself and even 
undertook rudimentary and self-taught surgery where necessary. After eventually 
obtaining pipes, he connected these from a deep natural reservoir he had found 
in the hills, to taps nearby the huts providing running clear water. A fortuitous storm 
destroyed the filthy hovels and, now having gained the confidence of his parishioners, 
he helped them construct new homes, even encouraging the more able ones to 
create gardens. He fought against the age-old taboos still lingering on and organised 
a more regular and generous food supply to come from Honolulu. Eventually 
hospitals and orphanages were built, Father Damien never neglecting his 
carpentry skills which he said provided some sort of solace from the 
misery around. He was always conscious of his need to expiate the evil the white man 
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had brought to this once happy and loving people. He made religion fun - the only 
entertainment these people had were in the festivals he conducted with elaborate 
rituals. Bands, flags, picnics became the order of the day and any religious feast was 
regarded as an excuse for festivity - especially the Bishop's visit three years later! 
Disciplined religious observance was nevertheless mandatory and, though only in his 
thirties, he became a sort of patriarchal figure. His people used to gather round as he 
ate his evening meal, singing songs or telling stories and he shared round cups of 
tea- even his precious pipe. Most of all, he never showed repugnance or alienation to 
any one of them. 

Reports of his deeds were being noised abroad but he was still a thorn in the flesh of 
the Board of Health in Honolulu who regarded him as an aggressive nuisance, 
continually appealing for assistance to provide better conditions. Eventually the 
Princess Regent decided to visit Molokai herself and she was moved to tears by what 
she saw. She bestowed on him the Royal Order of Kalakaua and now, with the added 
publicity and royal patronage, Damien allowed himself to hope that more help would 
be forthcoming. Bitter disillusionment followed when this did not materialise and it 
was said he became harsh in manner, quick to take offence and easy to quarrel with 
those in authority and even with those priests who came to assist- but not for long. Yet 
his work towards the lepers never faltered . It soon became evident that he had 
contracted the disease himself. He continued as before: martyrdom might certainly be 
his but he claimed no privileges. Now he said, "We lepers" and the disease had 
removed the final barrier between him and his parishioners. With the acceptance of his 
fate a lessening of bitterness and a lightening of spirits seemed to come and with that a 
more harmonious relationship with officialdom. At the express command of his Bishop 
he went back to Honolulu to undergo a new Japanese treatment but he fretted so much 
for the more active and useful life on Molokai that he returned after only a fortnight. 
Inspired by the frequent newspaper reports about Father Damien, an assistant came to 
the island and Joseph Dutton became Damien 's real friend and confidant and was to 
remain and work there for 44 years. Father Damien never stopped. "There is still so 
much left to do" he said and, racked by the disease, he was seized by a restless energy 
to accomplish even more. 

Then in 1888 six helpers arrived and it seemed as if his dreams were coming true. 
Financial aid was coming from abroad; Sisters, under Sister Marianne arrived to set up 
a girls' home and a clinic. Edward Clifford, an English painter visited and related 
Damien's good works back home and interestingly, despite a fastidious nature never 
once criticised the conditions he found on the island. Damien died, aged forty-nine, in 
great tranquillity and his name and that of Molokai became familiar names in nearly 
every country. The universal pity that had been stirred by the priest's great sacrifice 
publicised the plight of lepers in other parts of the world: in Africa, India and China. 
Public opinion was fired to start a great campaign to try to stamp out the disease and 
hospitals were founded and doctors endowed. The Prince of Wales (later Edward VII) 
aroused action in Britain. A monument still standing, was erected at Molokai (we saw 
and photographed it on a visit there); a Damien institute was created for the study of 
leprosy and a complete enquiry was to be conducted into the conditions of lepers in 
India and other British possessions. . 
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Damien's Church and his Statue on Molokai. 

In Edinburgh, there is a touching tribute to Father Damien. On the walls of the music 
School that adjoins St. Mary's Cathedral, where we normally hold our Investitures, 

Phoebe Traquair has painted him beside a half-open door; perhaps suggesting how his 
life had opened up the awareness of the world to the miserable plight of lepers at that 
time. Certainly he had obviously become a household name and worthy of a place of 
honour among other heroes. 

However, amidst all this concordance of praise there was one discordant note. A letter 
by Rev. C. McE. Hyde was published in the Sydney Gazette after Damien's death, 
accusing him of being dirty, headstrong and bigoted - not responsible for the reforms 
and improvements and a "man not pure in his relations with women". Robert Louis 
Stevenson, having visited Molokai by this time, saw the letter and full of rage, pub
lished a passionate tirade repudiating these criticisms. He acknowledged that Damien 
was not without faults; indeed he said it was "this list of a man's faults that he was 
seeking; with his virtues the world was sufficiently acquainted". He built up an "image 
of a man, with all his weaknesses, essentially heroic and alive with rugged honesty, 
generosity and mirth". In his reply to the Rev. Hyde's letter he takes and refutes every 
allegation: dirty his cassock may have been on occasion but only from dressing sores 
and wounds; uncouth and unlearned he certainly was not etc .. He goes on to describe 
Molokai as "a pitiful place to visit and a hell to dwell in" and observed "that which I 

saw ... was a settlement purged, bettered, beautified; the new village built, the hospital 
... excellently arranged; the Sisters, the doctor and the missionaries, all indefatigable 
in their noble tasks. It was a different place when Damien came there and ... slept that 
first night under a tree amidst his rotting brethren: alone with a pestilence and looking 
forward ... to a lifetime of dressing sores. Damien shut to with his own hand the door of 
his own sepulchre. By one striking act of martyrdom" he directed "all men's eyes on 
that distressful country. If ever any man brought reforms, and died to bring them, it 
was he" 
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So it was a Scot who came to the defence of Father Damien, not by glorifying him but 
recognising the human qualities of the man who "lay down his life for his friends" to 
quote from his memorial. It is said by some that these two letters publicised his work 
even more but that may be a sad commentary on human nature! 

Later the body of Father Damien was, with great honour and pageantry, taken back to 
Belgium and buried there in state. 

Dame Nan Livesey 

Bibliography: The Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Damien: The Leper by John Farrow 

Ladies' Orders 

by 

Chev. Duncan Noble 

The earliest orders of knighthood had hospitaller functions, starting with the order of 
the hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in 1113, which was soon followed by our own 
order and others. The fame of these orders led sovereigns to found similar orders 
modelled on them, orders of chivalry, of a military and not primarily religious charac
ter. The Order of the Garter founded in 1348, was the earliest. 

By the 17th century the military functions of the orders had been taken over by stand
ing armies and hospitaller orders of chivalry had assumed exclusively charitable and 
religious purposes, or else their membership was bestowed as a mark of favour on the 
sovereign's principal subjects. The available land in Europe which in earlier times 
could be assigned to a loyal subject as a reward for service had long since been distrib
uted. Kings and princes had to consider how else they could reward their nobility and 
officers for loyal service in administration and war and bind them more closely to their 
sovereign. They could still bestow prestige. So they founded new orders, orders of 
merit, resembling in their titles, constitutions, and insignia orders of chivalry but with
out the sworn duties and obligations of members of the old fighting and charitable 
orders. The first was the French Order of St. Louis, founded in 1693. Some orders, 
such as The Bath, founded in 1399, started as orders of chivalry and evolved into 
orders of merit. In the case of the Bath, this happened in 1725. 

As these early orders of chivalry and hospitaller orders required those of their 
members who were not clergy to fight for their order or their sovereign when 
required, and orders of merit were bestowed on landowners and what would now 
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be called politicians, one would expect their memberships to be exclusively male. Yet 
from a surprisingly early date in the middle ages certain orders allowed ladies 
in, ladies' branches. Also, separate orders, exclusively for ladies, appeared. One 
imagines that the absence of their husbands on crusade or the Moorish wars gave the 
wives of prominent men an importance which had to be recognised. 

The first ladies' order is, by chance, one of the most unusual - a ladies' order of merit 
designed to reward bravery in action. This was The Order of The Hatchet, instituted in 
1149 by Raymond, Count of Barcelona, to reward the women of Tortoza who had 
rallied to the defence of the city and saved it from capture. The badge was a hatchet, 
which one must presume to have been the ladies' preferred weapon. 

Following that, about 1200 there appeared a Castillian ladies' order based on that of 
the existing Order of the Knights of the Calatrave, which was dedicated to defend that 
kingdom against the Moors. Nothing more is known of it, but its members no doubt 
supported the efforts of the knights' order. 

The next ladies' order of which there is a record is The Order of Cordi ere, instituted in 
1489 by Anne of Brittany for the support of the widows of noble families. It did not 
survive its founder's death. 

Some early orders instituted ladies' branches, no doubt under the pressure of foreign 
threats. The Order of Our Lady of Mercy, of Aragon was established at Barcelona to 
collect alms for the redemption of Christian slaves of the Moors and a ladies' branch of 
the order was established in 1261. 

An order instituted in response to a less immediate threat was The Order of St. George, 
of Burgundy, founded in 1400 by Philbert de Miclaus to guard some relics of St. George 
which he had deposited in the church at Rougemont. There was a ladies ' branch. The 
order appears to have survived in some form at least into the middle of the 19th cen
tury. 

After these early ladies' orders there is a gap in the record till the 17th century when, 
possibly under the influence of the Renaissance, certain ladies decided that the 
gentlemen should not have all the glory. 

In 1632 Maria-Eleonora, wife of Gustavus Adolphus, after her husband's death at the 
battle of Lutzen, founded her own royal order, confined to members of the royal 
family. Some time after 1643 Queen Anne of France, widow of Louis XIII, founded 
the first religious order for noble ladies, The Order of the Celestial Collar of the Holy 
Rosary, modelled on the earlier military order of St. Dominic. 

Then there is a gap of nineteen years, till in 1662 there was founded, by the Empress 
Eleanor, widow of Ferdinand Ill, a ladies ' order of which we know the rules. It was The 
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Order of the Female Slaves of Virtue. It was restricted to thirty members. Six years 
later, in 1668, she restructured the order, renaming it The Society of Noble Ladies of 
the Starry Cross. Its members, who were required to possess sixteen quarters, were 
under oath to perform works of charity, serve the Church, visit hospitals, and lead 
Christian lives, so it was akin to a hospitaller order. 

The idea caught on quite quickly. The Wlirttemberg Order of the Skull, founded in 
1652, was revived in 1709 as an order for ladies. This writer knows no details of it and 
it appears to have been short lived. In 1711 Peter the Great founded the Order of Saint 
Catherine the Martyr. Membership was confined to female members of the Russian 
aristocracy. In 1766 Elizabeth Augusta, wife of the Elector Charles Theodore of 
Bavaria, founded the Order of Saint Elizabeth, for ladies of the nobility. This was 
followed in Bavaria by the Order of Saint Anne of Munich, founded in 1784 by Maria 
Anna, widow of Regent Maximilian III, for Roman Catholic ladies who had performed 
outstanding works of charity. In 1792 Charles IV of Spain instituted the Order of 
Queen Maria Louisa, in honour of his wife. This was bestowed by the Queen on noble 
ladies who had performed acts of charity. The future duties enjoined on members of 
these four orders are not known, but they were probably not onerous and these can be 
regarded as orders of merit rather than hospitaller or chivalrous ones. 

In 1801 there was founded what could be classed as a ladies' hospitaller order. At the 
suggestion of his wife, Princess Charlotte, Prince John VI of Portugal founded the 
Order of Saint Isabella. Its membership was restricted to twenty six Roman Catholic 
ladies of noble birth who had performed acts of charity. But unlike the above-men
tioned orders of merit, the members had future duties. Each had to visit an orphan 
asylum once a week and supervise the work done there. 

Thereafter, ladies' orders were exclusively of merit, which can be interpreted as 
closeness to the throne, for they were mostly confined to the upper aristocracy. The 
majority were all a dynastic and commemorative nature. They can be listed briefly. 

1814. Prussia. The Order of Louise. This was an order of merit, founded by Frederick 
William III and bestowed on women who during the Wars of Liberation against 
Napoleon had made great sacrifices for the good of the common cause. 

1827. Bavaria. The Order of Theresa. Founded by Queen Theresa for women of 
noble birth. 

1829 Brazil. The Order of the Rose. There may have been some male members. 

1862 Great Britain. The Order of Victoria and Albert. Restricted to female members of 
the Royal Family. Similar family orders were instituted by Edward VII, George V, 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth. The insignia is an oval portrait of the sovereign, set 
in diamonds. 
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1865 Mexico. The Order of Saint Charles. Founded by the tragic Emperor Maximilian. 

1871 Saxony. The Order of Sidonie. Instituted to commemorate Queen Sidonie of 
Saxony. Awarded to ladies for especially deserving deeds of charity and outstanding 
skill in nursing in war time. Saxony also had an Order for Women, of which at present 
little is known. 

1871 Wiirttemberg. The Order of Olga. Founded by King Charles of Wiirttemberg in 
honour of his wife. Awarded for outstanding charitable acts by men and women. 

1878. Romania. The Order of Elizabeth. Formerly known as the Commemorative 
Meritorious Cross for Ladies. 

1898 Austria. The Order of Elizabeth. Founded by the Emperor Franz Josef to com
memorate his wife Elizabeth, who was assassinated by an anarchist in September of 
that year. 

1906 Saxony. The Order of Anna Maria. Awarded to ladies for works of a charitable 
welfare and nursing character. 

Prussia and Hesse also had crosses reserved for ladies; Saxony and Schaumberg-Lippe 
had medals. 

Apart from orders specifically for, from the Renaissance onwards some rulers, a sig
nificant number of them Protestants, admitted ladies to orders on equal terms with 
gentlemen. The earliest would appeared to be The Order of the Death's Head, of 
Silesia. This was founded in 1661 by Silvius, Duke of Wiirttemburg, and its sombre 
purpose was to remind the members of the certainty of impending death and keep them 
from evil and transgression. In those days, when few saw their fifteen birthday, death 
was a constant companion. 

In the early eighteen century further orders were instituted which admitted ladies. Most 
were ephemeral. The Order of the Bee, was founded in 1703 by Louisa de Bourbon, 
wife of the Duke of Main. It is believed that it may exist as a friendly society in France 
today. In that following year the gloomily named Order of Sublime Suffering ap
peared in Saxony. In 1708 the Empress Christiana of Austria founded the Order of 
Neighbourly Love. Next, in 1732, Sophia, wife of Christian VI of Denmark, founded 
The Order of Fidelity, or Perfect Union. Its purpose is unknown. It lasted only 38 
years. The Order of the Fan, of Sweden, was founded by Princess Louise-Ulrique in 
1744 and followed eleven years later by the Saxe-Coburg Order of St. Joachim. 

Half way between a ladies' order and a ladies' branch of an order was that of The 
Ladies of the Legion of Honour, also called The Order of Education. Louis XVIII of France 
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instituted it in 1816, clearly taking over a Napoleonic pattern, to reward ladies who 
had rendered good service in education. 

By the middle of the nineteen century The Order of the Lion of Zaharingen, and order 
of merit of Baden, admitted ladies as members. In the British Empire The Imperial 
Order of the Crown of India, founded in 1878, was the first to admit ladies and in 
Britain itself The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire followed suit in 1917, 
with the new title of Dame for ladies, in place of Knight. The papal order of chivalry, 
The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, admitted ladies in 1888 in a 
rank equivalent to Knight. They now have the rank of Dame. 

The ancient hospitaller orders now also have lady members. In our order, ladies have 
been admitted to its membership in Great Britain since the establishment of the 
English Tongue in 1960. The Sovereign Military Order of St. John [The Order of 
Malta] admitted ladies in 1961. The Teutonic Order, being a clerical order, has 
Religious Sisters. 

As western political and cultural influence extended into the near and middle east in 
the 19th century, so oriental rulers adopted western models of rewards for their 
subjects. These included ladies' decorations. It is significant that since the last quarter 
of the 19th century more ladies' orders have been founded in Muslim countries, where 
the social lives of men and women are far more separate than in the west . In the west, 
in contrast where ladies' and gentlemen's lives have become more integrated, ladies' 

orders have almost completely disappeared and formerly exclusively male orders have 
admitted ladies as members. 

Oriental ladies orders are:-

1873 Persia. The Order Rechane Astab. Founded by Shah Nasr el Din during his 
travels in Europe. 

1878 Turkey. Nishani Shefkat. The title of this is given in reference books as the Order 
of Charity, but its real meaning, in 19th century Turkish, is The Commiseration Deco
ration. This could be awarded to both Turkish and foreign females for acts of charity. 

In practice it was frequently awarded to the Sultan's harem favourites and might be 
considered an order of favour. It came in three classes. 

1916 Egypt. The Order of El Kemal [Order of the Complete]. El Kemal is one of the 
ninety-nine names of God. The order is awarded to ladies, Egyptian and foreign, who 
have contributed to the advancement of Egypt. Founded under the monarchy, it is still 
being awarded under the republic. Diana, Princess of Wales, is a member. It would 
appear to be the last ladies' order, except for the British royal house order, still in 
existence. 
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1957 Iran. The Order of Haft Peykar [The Order of the Pleides]. The first class was 
reserved for queens and wives of foreign heads of state, the second for princesses, and 
the third for distinguished ladies. 

1967 Iran. The Order of Arymehr. [The Order of the Light of Iran]. The first class was 
limited to Her Imperial Majesty the Empress and to the daughter of the Shah, the 
second to Iranian royal princesses. 
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In Memoriam 

It is with deep regret that we record the deaths ofthe following members 
of the Order: 

John Marshall Farrell OLJ 
15th August, 1925- 2nd July, 1996 

Chev. Brian John Robert Bayne 
lOth May 1916 - 19th October, 1996 
formerly Secretary- General of the Bailiwick of Scotland 

Borthwick of that Ilk 
John Henry Stuart 
23rd Lord Borthwick 
lOth September 1905 - 30th December, 1996 
Grand Baili Emeritus of the Scottish Jurisdiction 

H R H D. Antonio Joao da Costa Amado Noivo 
Marquess of Santo Amado d 'Aire 
Duke of Saxe-Coburgo- Braganca and of Guimaraes 
Formerly Grand Master of the Royal Order of D. Carlos Primeiro 
Formerly Vice-Grand Master of the Royal Portuguese Orders. 
28th January, 1952- 29th December, 1996 

The Rev. Stephen Goodbrand KLJ 
A well-known and well-loved member of the Order, died this Spring 
after a long illness. 

L' Abbe Quintin Montgomery Wright ChLJ 
1914-1996. 

The material published in the Newsletter does not necessarily represent the views 
of the Editors or of the Order. 

Printing by The PRINT Consultancy, 16, East Mayfield, Edinburgh, EH9 ISE. 
Tel/Fax: 0131-667-5549. Mobile: 0374-102068. 
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Douglas G. Gair of Champfleurie, GCLJ. GCML..T 

76 Lime Street, Grangen1outh Stirlingshire, FK3 8LX. 

The following items may be purchased through me. 

STL- OLJ. 
STL- OLJ-M 

Officer badge from ribbon 

STL- CLJ 
STL- CLJ-M 

STL- KLJ 
STL- KLJ-M 

STL-KCLJ 
STL- Star-LS 
STL- KCLJ-M 

STL-KGCLJ 
STL- Star- LG 
STL - KGCLJ-M 

STLL- OLJ 
STLL- OLJ -M 

STLL- CLJ 
STLL - CLJ - l\1 

STLL- DLJ 
STLL- DLJ- l\'1 

STLL- DCLJ 
STLL- Star- SS 
STLL - DCLJ - M 

" " Miniature from ribbon 

Commander Badge from Cravat 
" Min. " ribbon 

Knight Badge, Military trophy from Cravat 

" " Min. " " " Ribbon 

Knight Commander Badge etc. 
" " Silver plated Star 
" " Miniatm·e Badge etc. 

Knight Grand Cross Cordon etc. 1 

" " " Gilt Star 
" " Min. Badge etc. 

Officer (Lady) Badge from Bow etc. 
" " Miniature from Bow 

Commander (Lady) Badge from Bow etc. 

" " Miniature " " " 

Dame Badge from Bow etc. 
" Miniature Badge from Bow 

Dame Commander Badge from Bow etc. 
" " Silver plated Star 
" " Min. Badge etc. 

STLL - DGCLJ Dame Grand Cross Crdon etc 

STLL - Star - SG " " " Gilt Star 
STLL - DGCLJ - M " " " Min. Badge etc. 

STL- Chain 
STL- CJ 
STL- Lion 
STL- ROSE 
STL - Cufflinks 

Chains of Office 
Justice Cross 
Lion Head Cloak Chain 
Rose " " " 
St. Laz. Cuff Links Enamelled & Gilt Finish 

AJJ the above prices are exclusive of VAT 

£58- 00 
£12- 00 

£69- 00 
£15- 00 

£93- 00 
£22- 00 

£93- 00 
£110-00 

£22- 00 

£104- 45 
H07 -75 

£22- 00 

£58-00 
£16- 00 

£65- 00 

£17- 50 

£93-90 
£25- 00 

£94- 00 
£105- 00 

£25- 00 

£110- 00 
£105- 00 

£25- 00 

£285- 00 
£34- 00 
£15- 00 
£15- 00 
£18- 00 



STL- CM- 0 
STL- CL- OM 

STL- CM- C 
STL- CM- CM 

STL- CM- K 
STL- Ci\1- SLS 
STL - C'•l - KM 

Insignia for the Companionate of Merit. 

Officer Badge from Ribbon 
Officer Min. Badge from ribbon 

Commander Badge from Cravat 
" " " Ribbon Min. 

Knight Badge from Cravat 
Knight Star Silver plated 
Knight Miniature from Ribbon 

STL- CM- KGC Knight Grand Cross, Cordon etc. 
STL- Ci\1 - SLJ Knight Gr:111d Cross Gilt Star 
STL- Ci\1- KGCM Knight Grand Cross Min. Badge etc. 

STL- CM- OL 
STL- CM- OL.M 

STL- CM- CL 
STL - Ci\1 - CLM 

STL- Ci\l- D 
STL- CM- SSS 
STL- CM- DL 

Officer (Lady) Badge from Bow 
Officer (Lady) Miniature from Bow 

Commander (Lady) Badge from Bow etc. 
Commander " !\'lin. " " 

Dame Badge from Bow etc. 
Dame Silver plated Star 
Dame Min. Badge from Bow 

Dame Grand Cross CordOJl etc. 
" " " Gilt Star 

£58- 00 
£25- 00 

£80- 00 
£25- 00 

£80- 00 
£110- 00 

£26- 00 

£135- 00 
£110- 00 

£32- 00 

£62- 00 
£25- 00 

£66- 00 
£25- 00 

£66- 00 
£110- uu 

£26- 00 

£130- 00 
£107- 75 

STL- CM- DGC 
STL- CM 7 SSG 
STL - CM - DGCM " " Miniature etc. £30 - 00 

The above items are exclusive of VAT ·--J" 
The items below are inclusive of VAT 

St. Laz. Ties £5- 00 & £10 - 00 Lapel Crosses £6- 50 Tie Slides £5- 00 

. l /VC ( V 
~ b 9r-
1 ~ q ~ 

'"-1-94-
a q-

!- q 4 -
I ~ C, , 
30 

£158 
I '!J-._ 9 . 

3 7 · 

1 '7 i ~ 
Q. q -

1- r-tf1· 
:)_ 9-

j77 -
I !)_ 9 ~ 

3 0 -

Knight's Prayer in plastic 50 p. St. Laz. Belt £39- 95 St. Laz. Buttons £3- 00 & £4-
00 

Stars £6- 00 Blazer Badge (Same as front cover of newsletter) £12 - 00 Mantle Cross 
£16. 
Church Mantles, Ladies and Gents. £105- 00 Mess Jacket £245- 00 Dress Tunic £275-
00 
Past and present copies of newsletters £1 - 00 
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