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Preface 

The 1789 Revolution and its aftermath brought about in France not only many 
massacres but also great upheavals in the institutions of society, notably in the 
religious and chivalric orders. 

It was thus that the Order of St John of Jerusalem (the Order of Malta), lost its 
properties, saw its Knights scattered and new allegiances formed; it was only in 
1875 that it regained its unity in Rome and was not recognised in France until1924. 
Likewise, outside France, the Order of St John in Great Britain (having been 
dissolved by Henry VIII), was reconstituted by a Royal Charter of 1883. As for the 
Order of St Mary of the Germans (the Teutonic Order), it was dissolved by 
Napoleon, and it was not until1834 that it resumed its existence under the aegis of 
the Emperor of Austria. 

For their part, the religious orders underwent the same vicissitudes; dissolved at the 
time of the French Revolution, their members driven into exile or forced to become 
part of "constitutional" clergy unrecognised by Rome, their goods confiscated - the 
19th century saw them resume their existence and monastic life. Let us also recall 
that the French Revolution had obliged faithful clergy to live undercover or in exile, 
whilst establishing a "constitutional" clergy which upheld its values. 

The Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem, despite the confiscation of all its assets, was 
able to survive by following its Grand Master the Comte de Provence (the future 
King Louis XVIII) into exile, where he encouraged the Order's life and continued to 
recruit to it. On the Restoration in 1814 and 1815, the Order regained its protected 
status under the King of France, but, while recruiting new members, was unable to 
achieve the restitution of its properties. The fall and exile of the monarchy in 1830 
lost the Order the protection of the Sovereign, and, in 1840, the Order's Council of 
Officers, mindful of its origins in the Holy Land, turned to the Greek-Catholic 
Patriarch of Jerusalem (also of Antioch and Alexandria) who possessed civil 
jurisdiction, making him the Order's Spiritual Protector, a position which his 
successors have since retained. 

Not under any circumstances has the Order of St Lazarus been dissolved, either by 
a government edict or by any other means. It thus continued to exist, no doubt 
without its former splendour and prominence, but its continuity was assured, 
recruitment to it was carried on, and, as no act dissolved it, it has continued to exist 
as a private-law institution. 

A number of writers have erroneously claimed that it no longer exists and did not 
do so in the 19th century, but they know little of it or are wilfully ignorant. 
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It was for this reason that, in 1984, with the help of the Order's archives, we wrote 
a book in French on Les Chevaliers et Hospitaliers de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem 
de 1789 a 1930 relating the history of the Order of St Lazarus during this period. In 
view of the Order's present-day expansion throughout the world and of the role 
which it now plays, we desired that the work (and especially the history covering 
the period 1814-1930) should be translated into English in order to make its history 
more widely known. That is the object of this enterprise - that all might know what 
the Order of St Lazarus has been during the past century and that none should be 
ignorant of it. 

In conclusion, let us consider this declaration by His Beatitude Patriarch Maximos 
V, Greek Catholic Patriarch of Antioch and all the East, of Alexandria and 
Jerusalem, and, like his predecessors, Spiritual Protector of the Military and 
Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem: 

''Being elected in 1967 by the Holy Synod of the Greek Melkite Catholic 
Church, I have since then assumed the duties of Spiritual Protector of the 
Order, which functions have been attached to the Patriarchate since the fall of 
the French Monarchy ... " (6 April 1993) 

Guy Coutant de Saisseval 

with many thanks to the translator, Andrew Small CLJ MMLJ. 
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The Order of St Lazarus under the restored 
French Monarchy 1814- 1830 

On the restoration of the Monarchy in 1814/1815, the 
Knights of St Lazarus of Jerusalem regained their 
place in France. King Louis XVIII, who had been 
Grand Master from 177 4 up to his de facto 
accession in 1814, had during his exile not only 
maintained the Order in existence but had also 
continued the recruitment of knights by 
admitting to it several gentlemen. The 
institution regained its social position and its 
entry in the Almanach Royal, the official 
gazette of the realm. For the duration of the 
restored monarchy (1814 to 1830) each year's 
edition of the Almanach Royal listed the Order 
of St Lazarus among the official bodies of the 
Kingdom and the King as its Protector. The 
Knights again wore the Order's insignia with the 
King's permission, of which this letter of 6 July 1814 
to the Chevalier de Basserode from the Due 

H.M. the King Charles X of France. 
de Gramont, the captain of the King's 
bodyguards:-

Protector of the Order of Saint 
Lazarus of Jerusalem from 

1824-1830. 

"I have the honour to inform you, Monsieur, that the King has given his 
permission for you to wear the decorations of the Royal and Military Order of 
St Lazarus and of the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, in accordance 
with the authorisation previously received by you and of which the patent 
will be sent to you in due course." 

Most of the Knights of St Lazarus had remained generally faithful to the King during 
the Revolution and some of them had played important parts in the emigre armies. 
During his exile, the Comte de Provence had always had knights of St Lazarus 
around him (the Comtes de Cosse-Brissac, de la Chatre, de Damas, and others). 
Furthermore, Knights of St Lazarus had been actively involved in the restoration of 
King Louis XVIII to the throne and were prominent among his Chevaliers de la Foi 
("Knights of the Faith") who, with Mathieu de Montmorency (son of a Knight of St 
Lazarus) and Femand de Bertier de Sauvigny, did much for the Restoration: Comte 
Alexis de Noailles, the Marquis d'Autichamps, the Comtes de Virieu, de Gain 
Montagnac, Jules de Polignac, Vienot de Vaublanc, and others. Others served under 
the three-coloured banner of the Empire. 
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Whatever role had been played by one party or the other in 1814 and 1815, the 
Order's situation was no longer that which had been at the end of the old monarchy. 
It had been deprived by the decree of 30 July 1791 of all its properties (the Chateau 
de Boigny, the Military Academy, the commanderies and hospitals) which had been 
sold as national assets, destroyed outright or given to new owners. The Order of 
St Lazarus thus no longer had any patrimony and its material wealth was practically 
non-existent. 

On becoming King, Louis XVIII effectively resigned as Grand Master, as the Order 
was not an Order of the Crown, and took the title of "Protector of the Order" as his 
royal forbears had done; it is that title which from now on appeared in the Royal 
Almanack. Nonetheless, he continued to show his attachment to the Order by 
wearing, throughout his reign, the star of the Order and its green ribbon, on his 
uniforms, as all portraits of him show. 

In 1819, Comte Garden de Saint Ange published a Code des Ordres de la Chevalerie 
and dedicated it to the King. In it, he devoted a chapter to the Order of St Lazarus, 
not only recounting its history but also listing its rules and regulations, and 
remarking:-

"At the present time of writing, the Order of Saint Lazarus, to which public 
opinion accords te premier place among the Kingdom's orders of chivalry, 
enjoys the King's particular favour. .. " 

Approximately one hundred Knights of St Lazarus had been living in France at the 
time of the Restoration. There had also been some twenty abroad, notably in 
Sweden and Russia. They included Tsar Alexander I (d.1825), Grand Duke 
Constantine (d.1835), Count Rostoptchin (d.1826), Count Koutaissov (d.1834), 
General Koutchelev (d.1833), and, among the Swedes, the then-exiled King Gustav 
IV, who died in 1834, Johan Albrech Stroman-Ehrenstrom (d.1847), Admiral Johan 
Puke (d.1816), and Nils Olofson (d.1847); there was also a Swiss Knight, Major de 
Dreisen. 

It should be recalled that, in addition to the Knights who had been admitted to the 
Order, there were at the time two hereditary commanderies whose holders 
succeeded to them by birthright: the Commandery of la Motte des Courtils, founded 
in 1701, and the Commandery of Saint Franc;ois de Bailleul, founded in 1710. These 
commanderies, termed graduelles, masculines et perpetuelles (perpetually 
descending in the male line) or de droit successif (by hereditary right), had been 
instituted in accordance with a regulation of 9 December 1693, approved by King 
Louis XIV. Many were erected between 1701 and 1712, but by now only those of 
Courtils and of Bailleul survived. The erection of new hereditary commanderies 
had been suppressed in 1757, but those already in existence were not thereby 
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abolished, as demonstrated by the Council of the Order's decision in 1771 to 
recognise the hereditary rights in the Order of Antoine des Courtils on the death of 
his father. The Revolution, at the same time as confiscating the properties of 
religious, chivalric and noble Orders, also suppressed all titles and privileges, which 
of course the interested parties did not recognise. 

In all these instances, the 1814 Restoration saw all noble and other titles restored, 
without, however, the appendent properties being returned to their rightful owners. 
Thus, at the time of the Restoration, the two hereditary commanders of Saint 
Lazarus were Charles des Courtils de Bessy (the fourth to hold the title) and 
Franc;ois-Louis de Bailleul (the sixth). 

Circumstances at the time did not permit the summoning of a General Chapter to 
elect a Grand Master. Until his death in 1824, the Order was governed by its 
Lieutenant-General, the Due de la Chatre, who was a peer of the realm, a Knight of 
the Holy Spirit, and an ambassador of France. In exile, he had commanded the 
Loyal Emigrant regiment, one of the emigres' most celebrated, which had won 
renown in numerous campaigns, and he had been a faithful companion to Louis 
XVIII during his exile. There were drawn to him the members of the Council and 
the Commanders of the Order, and its other officers such as its Herald of Arms 
(Baron Silvestre, d.1851), its Historiographer (Baron Dacier, d.1830), the Comte de 
Lau, the Order's Agent-General (the Chevalier Louis du Prat-Taxis) and the Abbe 
Picot, its chaplain. The Commanders of the Order in Restoration times included, as 
well as the Marquis d'Autichamps, who was the senior among them, the Comte 
d'Albignac (d.1828), who also held the Grand Cross of the Order of St Louis, 
Lieutenant-General Vicomte de Crussol d'Uzes (d.1817), the Comte de Segur, 
member of the Academie Fran{:aise (d.1830), and Baron de la Rochefoucault
Bayers, knight of the Holy Spirit (d.1834). 

The question of re-establishing the Grand Mastership was raised in 1823, and it was 
suggested that the position should be held by the Due d'Angouleme, elder son of 
the Comte d'Artois and the King's nephew. This proposal was welcomed by a 
number of knights and traditionalists, as we may see from this letter from the Revd 
Abbe Buriat to the King, dated 4 June 1823:-

"Sire, 
Please permit the most humble of your subjects, who has remained constantly 
faithful to the august House of Bourbon and to Religion, despite all the 
persecutions to which he has been subjected, to present to Your Majesty's 
eyes this copy of a letter which your subject wrote to your august and 
unfortunate brother (Louis XVI) on 24 February 1785 concerning the Order 
of St Lazarus. (1) May Your Majesty bring to fruition today what you have 
formerly so well conceived and adorn with the title of Grand Master of this 
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Order the magnanimous Prince whom Your Majesty has sent to Spain to be 
its Pacifier. 

I remain, Sire, with the most profound respect, Your Majesty's most humble, 
obedient and faithful subject. 

BURIAT, 
Priest of the Church of St-Philippe-du-Roule 

Unfortunately, this project could not be brought to fruition and the death in 1824 of 
the Due de la Chatre prevented him in his turn from being elected Grand Master as 
a number of Knights of the Order wished. 

The first years of the restored monarchy saw certain obstacles placed in the Order's 
way by a government which did not lmow to which governmental department it 
should be attached, it being neither an Order of the Crown nor a decoration. Was it 
to be the Royal Household, on which the Orders of the Crown depended, or the 
Grand Chancellery of the Legion of Honour, which had authority over Orders of 
Merit and decorations. Each tossed the question to the other, responding with 
inertia to the demands made upon them. 

Certain government officials even confused the Order of St Lazarus with the Order 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, which had not been conferred since 1788, or with an 
"Order of Jerusalem" which didn't exist at all. This ignorance or inertia on the part 
of government functionaries was demonstrated particularly by a reply (dated 2 
July 1822) from the Grand Chancellor of the Legion of Honour to a request by a 
Monsieur Lagau, first addressed to the Ministry of the Royal Household and then to 
the Grand Chancellery, :-

" ... the Orders (St Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount Carmel) are not within the 
remit of the Grand Chancellor, but are discussed on page 522 of this year's 
Royal Almanac; in consequence of which fact I have the honour to pass to you 
M. Lagau 's request in order that Your Excellency may frame an appropriate 
response to it. " 

- in the face of which the Department of the Royal Household was equally in the 
dark as it had responsibility only for the "Royal Orders". 

In a directive (dated 5 May 1824) of the Grand Chancellor of the Legion of Honour, 
it is stated that:-
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"the only avowed royal orders are those of the Holy Spirit, of St Michael, of St 
Louis, of Military Merit, of the Legion of Honour, of St Lazarus and of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel ... " 

The same directive indicates that the diplomas of the Orders were issued as 
follows:-

"that of the Holy Spirit by the Chancellor of the Order, that of St Michael by the 
Minister of the Royal Household, those of StLouis and of Military Merit by the 
Ministries of War or of the Navy, that of the Legion of Honour by the Grand 
Chancellor of the Order. Finally, the united Orders of St Lazarus and of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel by the Minister of the Royal Household. This latter 
Order has not been conferred since 1788; it is to be allowed to expire. " 

This applied to the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel alone, which had, in effect, 
not been conferred since that date, but not to the Order of St Lazarus, to which 
appointments had been made by the Comte de Provence during the years of exile. 

The fact of the matter was that the authorities feared that the Order of St Lazarus 
might do as certain emigres had done, and demand the restitution of its former 
patrimony of which it had been dispossessed by the revolutionary regime, thereby 
becoming a major creditor of the State. In fact, the Order's agent, the Chev. Louis 
du Prat-Taxis had, in 1819, asked to withdraw from public deposits 

" ... deeds of investments and, finally, all that is not related to assets already 
sold, also to be authorized to take possession of any existing unsold assets and 
to receive payment of rents appertaining to specified properties not 
repurchased by or returned to the original owner (i.e. to the Order)." 

Under these conditions and faced with the Government's insolvency, the Order of St 
Lazarus declined to reclaim its assets and henceforward limited itself, as a chivalric 
institution, to maintaining the moral and spiritual traditions which it represented. 
This state of affairs effectively prevented it recruiting between 1814 and 1824. 

It is clear that, although the Order did not regain its assets and properties, this did 
not prevent its survival through the persons of its members, which survival is 
attested throughout the Restoration years by the continued mention of the Order, 
and of the King as its Protector, in all the Royal Almanacks up to 1830. The Order 
being neither an Order of the Crown nor a decoration conferred by the State, it was 
incumbent upon the Council of Officers to confer the knighthood of St Lazarus on 
those who desired it, this being the essential nature of chivalry. 

In 1824, the Due de Damas, a Knight of St Lazarus, chaired the national committee 
for a monument by public subscription at Quiberon (supported by Louis XVIII) 
commemorating the dead among the emigre regiments of 1795 and the executions 
at the field of martyrs at Auray. The Duchess of Angouleme laid the foundation 
stone and the monument's committee, in addition to Generals de la Rochejacquelin 
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and de Cadoudal, included such knights of St Lazarus as the Due de Damas, the 
Marquis d'Autichamps and Comte Gaspard de Clermont-Tonnerre. 

When Louis XVIII died at the Tuilieries on 17 September 1824, those who were with 
him in his last moments included Knights of St Lazarus such as the Due de Damas. 
During his lying-in-state and funeral at the Royal Abbey of Saint-Denis on 24 
October 1824, as well as the Royal Crown and the Royal Orders, the insignia of the 
Order of St Lazarus was placed on the royal mantle, thus recalling that the late King 
had been the Order's Grand Master. 

King Charles X, on his accession, followed the example of his predecessor and took 
the title of "Protector" of the Order, as listed in successive editions of the Royal 
Almanack from 1824 to 1830. The Due de la Chatre having himself also died in 1824, 
the Order was governed by the Council of Officers and by the Council of 
Commanders, the most senior of whom was the Marquis d'Autichamps (2), 
lieutenant-general, peer of France, Knight of the Holy Spirit and Grand Cross of the 
Order of St Louis; he had been one of the most renowned officers of the emigration 
period, commanding throughout it a regiment which bore his name; he had been a 
Knight of St Lazarus since 1783 and a Commander since 1788; he died in 1831. With 
him was the Comte d'Albignac, also a Commander; du Prat-Taxis, the Order's 
Agent-General, Baron Silvestre, its Herald of Arms, and the historiographer, Baron 
Dacier, remained in office. 

From the accession of Charles X onwards, recruitment slowly resumed. New 
appointments and promotions were made, such as that of Baron de la 
Rochefoucault-Bayers, who became a Commander in 1827; new members caused 
their membership of the Order to be listed in the Royal Almanack, some of them 
being:-
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in 1825: 
Comte Maurice Gabriel Riquet de Caraman; 
Comte Melchior de Polignac; 
Marshal de Viomesnil; 
Baron de Steiger (b.1778); 

in 1827: 
Marshal de Camps (a Swiss in the King's service); 
the Marquis de Puy Montbrun (b.1784); 

in 1829: 
Comte Louis de Rochefoucault-Bayers (b.1782); 
Comte Jules de Saint Cricq (b.1796); 
Antoine Joseph Hutteau d'Origny (b.1775) and 
Vicomte Guy de Chabot (b.1780). 

A number of Knights of St Lazarus had important positions in the realm during the 
Restoration years. Some of them were Knights of the Holy Spirit (the premier 
French Royal Order) and/or Peers of France, such as the Due de Laval, the Due de 
La Chatre, the Marquis d'Autichamps, the Vicomte d'Agoult, the Comte (later Due) 
de Damas, the Marquis de Viomesnil, Prince Jules de Polignac. 
Others held ecclesiastical positions; the Marquis de Bombelles (3) became Bishop 
of Amiens, wearing on his episcopal mitre his Field-Marshal's stars and the St 
Lazarus cross; he accompanied the Duchesse de Berry on her pilgrimage to Notre
Dame-de-Liesse to give thanks for the birth of the Due de Bordeaux. Others served 
the State; the Comte Vienot de Vaublanc was a Counsellor of State and Minister for 
the Interior (1815) in the government of the Due de Richelieu, accompanying Louis 
XVIII to Gand in 1815 and becoming Vice-President of the Chamber in 1821; Comte 
Alexis de Noailles became a Minister of State in 1814; the Comte de Saint Cricq, a 
member of the Royal Council and aide-de-camp to Charles X, became Minister of 
Commerce and of the Colonies in the Martignac Cabinet of 1828; Prince Jules de 
Polignac was an ambassador and was Charles X's luckless Prime Minister in 1830. 
Above all, many Knights of St Lazarus held high rank in the Royal Army of the 
period, as Lieutenants-General or Field Marshals; many have already been 
mentioned. Most of them did not fail to wear upon their uniforms the Cross of 
St Lazarus. 

Certain Knights of St Lazarus were at this time close to the Royal House; when 
Louis XVIII presented the young Due de Bordeaux (the future Henri V) to the 
Constituted Bodies in 1821, there stood at his side the Comte d'Agoult, Knight of 
Saint Lazarus, the Marquis de Viomesnil, who was to become a Knight in 1825, and 
Vicomte Gaspard de Clermont-Tonnerre; a painting by Lafond commemorates this 
occasion. 

It was during the Restoration period that the first contacts were made between the 
Knights of St Lazarus and Mgr Malzoum, the future Greek-Catholic Patriarch 
Maximos III of Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem, who was to become Spiritual 
Protector of the Order in 1841. He, at the time under discussion Greek- Catholic 
Archbishop of Myra, lived in France for three years, obtaining on 2 April1821 Louis 
XVIII's blessing on the foundation of the Greek-Catholic Church of Our Lady of 
Myra at Marseilles. During his sojourn, Mgr Malzoum was in dialogue with Knights 
of St Lazarus and the bonds then forged were renewed again in 1841 when- being 
now Patriarch - he stayed in France again . 

At the time of the Revolution of 1830, the Order of St Lazarus, quite apart from the 
foreign knights admitted during the years of exile, numbered over sixty members; 
most of these remained faithful to Charles X but others served under the July 
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Monarchy. 
In July 1830, King Charles X of France, Protector of the Order, abdicated and, with 
his de jure successor, the young Due de Bordeaux (King Henri V), was obliged to 
go into exile; thus the Knights of St Lazarus lost their historic Protector. Louis
Philippe, Due d'Orleans, now King of the French, did not claim this dignity and title. 
The Order's situation changed, but, as we shall see in the following chapter, no 
decree or regulation was made to suppress it; it continued its existence and 
membership, and a new page of its history was written. 

Notes 

(1) This was a letter from the Comte de Provence, then Grand Master, envisaging an 
expansion of the Order. 

(2) He was the uncle of the Comte d'Autichamps who, during the war of the Vendee, became 
in 1793 deputy to the Marquis de Bouchamps, who was a general of the Vendee forces, 
and, during the Vendee insurrection of 1815, was Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Army 
of Anjou. 

(3) Before taking Holy Orders, he had been an officer and a married man. His son, the 
Comte de Bombelles, became the third husband of Empress Marie-Louise, widow of 
Napoleon I. 
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The Hospitaller Knights of the Order of St Lazarus 
of Jerusalem 1830 - 1900 

In 1830, at the time of the fall of King Charles X, there were, as we have seen, some 
sixty Hospitaller Knights of the Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem, not including 
those who lived abroad, who numbered approximately ten. 

The new regime, which wanted to make a clean break 
with the France of former times, took away all the 
Order's hopes of regaining a privileged or official 
position in the new state. The Order lost its royal 
protection, which it had enjoyed to date under 
the French monarchy, by reason of Charles X's 
abdication, the renunciation of the throne by 
the Due d'AngouH~me, and the flight into exile 
with them of the Due de Bordeaux, who 
reigned de facto from the 2nd to the 7th August 
1830 as Henri V and was the de jure Protector 
of the Order. 

However, contrary to what some have written, 
the "July Monarchy" did not expressly suppress 
the ancient Royal Orders or the other chivalric 
orders and institutions. 

These Orders are not mentioned in the 
Constitutional Charter of 9 August 1830; its 
Article 63 states simply: 

H.B. Patriarch Maximos III 
Malzoum 

" ... The Legion of Honour shall be maintained. The King shall decree its 
internal regulations and decoration .. ". 

In any case, this Article repeats without addition or subtraction Article 72 of the 
1814 Charter (of Louis XVIII) which stated: 

" .. . The Legion of Honour shall be maintained. The King shall decree its 
internal regulations and decoration ... ". 

Now nobody has claimed that King Louis XVIII had by this text (reproduced exactly 
in the 1830 Charter) abolished the Orders of the Holy Ghost, St Michael and 
St Louis, let alone the Order of St Lazarus. 
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Some authors have claimed that, by a decree dated 10 February 1831, the July 
Monarchy had suppressed "all French Orders with the exception of the Legion of 
Honour", citing specifically the reunited Orders of St Lazarus and of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. · 

But this decree of 10 February 1831 does not exist: to demonstrate this it is 
sufficient to consult the Bulletin officiel des lois or the Collection complete des 
Lois, Decrets, etc (published by Duvergier). On the contrary, under the date of 10 
February 1831 there appears an Ordinance which declares: 

''All ordinances purporting to create decorations on the occasion of, or 
subsequent to, the events of 1814 and 1815 are and remain abrogated." 

and goes on to revoke all authorisations to wear such decorations; the ordinance 
does not specify any of them by name. This text is perfectly clear; it is clearly 
understood that it does not deal with the existence of the ancient Orders created 
long before 1814 and 1815 but solely with the decorations created on the occasion 
of the events in those years, i.e. the Ordre du Lys, the Ordre du Brassard de 
Bordeaux, the Medaille des Volontaires royaux, the Croix de la Fidelite, the 
Medaille de Gand, the Medaille du Siege de Lyon, and so on. This is true to such an 
extent that the Knights of StLouis continued to wear their Order's insignia (some of 
them removing thefleurs-de-lys), as did the Knights of StJohn with theirs. 

What would have been needed for the Order of St Lazarus to be extinguished would 
have been a resolution by the Chapter General, but such a resolution was never 
passed. This demonstrates that a governmental ruling, even had such a thing 
existed, could not have dissolved the Order, for such an institution, being of an 
independent character, avoids in law any act foreign to itself. At most, a 
government could, within its own territory, proscribe an Order's activities, but, as 
we have seen, that did not happen. 

As the Order of St Lazarus did not enjoy the protection of the new King, it was no 
longer listed in the Royal Almanack; from now on, the Order, being no longer 
recognised by the French government, would be simply a chivalric institution with 
neither patrimony nor official position but whose members continued to maintain 
among themselves their traditions of chivalry and charitable works; we may note 
that Chivalry, being above all a commitment to serve the Christian faith and one's 
neighbour, involving the imposition of certain rules on its own members, transmits 
itself from one generation to another without need for the State to make decrees or 
intervene in other ways. 

From 1830, then, the Hospitaller Knights of the Order of St Lazarus were governed 
by the Council of Officers, which comprised, among others: the Marquis 
d'Autichamps (Commander; d.1831); the Comte de la Rochefoucault-Bayers 
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(Commander; d.1834); Baron Silvestre (Herald of Arms; d.1851); Abbe Picot 
(Chaplain). 

The qualms of conscience which had afflicted the knights in 1792 manifested 
themselves again. 

A large number of the Knights remained faithful to the legitimate Monarchy and to 
the senior branch of the exiled Bourbons. Some believed that their duty was to fight 
for the erstwhile monarchy under whose patronage the Order had achieved its 
highest renown. So it was that, when the Duchesse de Berry arrived in the Vendee 
region in 1832 with the intention of fomenting an insurrection in favour of her 
young son Henri V, some of them took part. 
Prominent among them was the Vicomte Jean-Marie de Sioch'an de Kersabiec who 
was at her side in the rising. After its failure, Kersabiec was put on trial and was 
sentenced to deportation, but was acquitted on appeal by the Assize Court. Others, 
such as Prince Jules de Polignac, the unfortunate minister of King Charles X, spent 
time in prison. 

Nonetheless, some Knights of the Order of St Lazarus had a role under the new 
regime, one being the Vicomte de Chabot, former squire to the Due D'Orleans, who 
became an honorary aide de camp to King Louis - Philippe and a Peer of the Realm 
in 1831. 

In 1840, the Order was still mentioned among the existing chivalric institutions. In 
the Cours abrege du Blason, published in 1840 by the Journal des villes et des 
campagnes, the author, while writing of the existing Orders of Chivalry, describes 
its insignia thus: 

" ... The Grand Cross of the Knights of St Lazarus is of eight points, similarly 
to that of the Knights of Malta, having on one side the image of the Blessed 
Virgin and on the other that of St Lazarus leaving his tomb", 

whereas, when discussing the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel (which was no 
longer conferred) he observes that 

"the little cross was the mark of gentlemen pupils of the Ecole Militaire. " 

Whatever else, it remained necessary for the Knights and Hospitallers The Order of 
of St Lazarus to have a Protector who would, by covering them with his high moral 
authority, allow them to continue in existence. It was at this point that the Council 
of Officers and the principal members decided to turn to an exalted religious 
authority in the Christian East, whence the Order had derived its origin. In effect, a 
new state of affairs had been brought into being. 
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No Eastern Catholic Patriarch had had a base and seat of jurisdiction at Jerusalem 
since 1291; there was in Rome a Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, but merely titular and 
hence without jurisdiction. 

However, in 1703, Cyril V, the Greek Melkite Patriarch of Antioch - successor of St 
Peter on the throne of Antioch from which Jerusalem was formerly dependent -
resumed relations with Rome which had never really been broken off; this union 
was confirmed in 1724 by Patriarch Cyril Vl. By a decree of 13 July 1772, the Holy 
See gave the Greek Melkite Patriarch of Antioch, Maximos II, religious jurisdiction 
over all Melkite Catholics, including those in the area of the former Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem and recognized his title as Patriarch of Antioch, Alexandria and 
Jerusalem. On 31 October 1837, one of his successors, Maximos III Malzoum 
obtained from the Ottoman authorities recognition of his civil jurisdiction in the 
territory of the three Patriarchates of Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem and on 31 
July 1838 the Holy See confirmed his right to use the title of Greek Melkite 
Patriarch of Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem, which was recognised by the 
Ottoman authorities. 

There was therefore, from 31 July 1838, an Eastern Melkite Catholic Patriarch 
possessing both the title of Patriarch of Jerusalem and religious and civil 
jurisdiction in that Patriarchate, and he was the only one until23 July 1848, the date 
of Rome's re-establishment of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem with a Patriarch 
resident there. 

The Melkite Patriarch, the successor of the Melkite Patriarchs who had been the 
11th-century spiritual protectors of the St Lazarus Hospital outside the walls of 
Jerusalem, on fmding himself the spiritual protector of the Order of St Lazarus had 
no objection to the Knights and Hospitallers of the Order of St Lazarus, whose 
oriental tradition had been maintained throughout their history, returning to their 
origins. 

Moreover, some writers have maintained that, from the mid-18th century (the Order 
having again in 1647, then in 1730 and 1744, admitted knights from among Eastern 
Christians) a small group of Eastern knights had had a continuing existence in the 
Near East, grouped around the Greek Catholic Patriarchate which was by then 
reunited with Rome. 

Patriarch Maximos III Malzoum had already for some years been acquainted with 
the Knights of the Order of St Lazarus. In 1821-23, whilst Archbishop of Myra, he 
had spent three years living in France, where, with the support of King Louis XVIII, 
he had founded the Greek Catholic church of Our Lady of Myra; he had also stayed 
in Paris and had brought the sufferings of Eastern Catholics to the attention not 
only of Louis XVIII but also of other Frenchmen, among them some members of the 
Order of St Lazarus. 
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Having been Patriarch since 1833, Maximos III Malzoum arrived in France in 1841, 
after visiting Pope Gregory XVI in Rome. He first spent a month in Marseilles (21 
December 1840 to 24 January 1841) before travelling around France and arriving in 
Paris on 15 March 1841, staying there until 17 July. He returned home via 
Marseilles, having enjoyed the benevolent interest of the French Government. 
Queen Marie Amelie was willing to support his expressed views and to contribute 
generously to the work of his dioceses; he was received by numerous prominent 
French people and, notably, celebrated Mass in Paris's Church of St Merry on the 
occasion of the beatification of Blessed Mary of the Incarnation before a very large 
congregation. 

It was during this sojourn at Paris that the Knights and Hospitallers of the Order of 
St Lazarus, who at the time included certain important figures (who have already 
been mentioned above) made contact with the Patriarch and asked him to be the 
Spiritual Protector of the Order, which he accepted for himself and for his 
successors. From now on, the knights and hospitallers of the Order of St Lazarus, 
being confident that their traditions would be maintained, were able to continue 
their charitable work, especially that for the benefit of Christians in the East. The 
renewal at this time of spiritual links between the knights and hospitallers of the 
Order of St Lazarus and the Melkite Catholic Patriarchate was recalled by 
successive Patriarchs, notably by Patriarch Maximos V in a letter of 12 May 1973 to 
the Holy See. 

At this time the Statutfondamental des Chevalier-Hospitaliers de Saint-Lazare de 
Jerusalem (Fundamental statute of the Knights Hospitallers of Saint Lazarus of 
Jerusalem) was revived; it recalled that the Knights were 

"submissive sons of Holy Church, brothers and protectors of the poor, of 
voyagers and of pilgrims" 

and that they were to dedicate themselves to 

"the service of the Church, of the poor, of lepers and other sick persons, of 
voyagers and pilgrims." 

The position of Eastern Christians was at this time a precarious one and an 
opportunity to help them was presenting itself to the Knights-Hospitallers of the 
Order of St Lazarus. The Carmelite convent in the Holy Land - which dated back to 
the Crusades and which had then numbered among its brethren Knights of St. 
Lazarus desirous of living the monastic life - had been destroyed at the beginning of 
the century by Emir Djezzar Pasha and again put to the torch in 1821 by Abdallah 
Pasha. The Carmelite friars - themselves deprived of resources by the French 
Revolution and having re-established themselves in France in 1837 - had set 
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themselves the task of rebuilding it, and their Fr Charles had launched an appeal 
for help in the West. A Comite de l'oeuvre duMont Carmel was set up to this end 
in Paris by Baron Taylor, the Comte de Montalembert, the Comte de Chabrillant, 
Lamartine, Horace Vemet and Victor Hugo. The Knights of St Lazarus allied 
themselves with this crusade (1). The appeal printed and published in 1844 by 
Adolphe Dumas (2) stated expressly: 

"The Order of Hospitallers of Saint Lazarus, which was formed by the first 
companions of Godefroi (Godfrey de Bouillon) to serve our compatriots 
wounded jar from home, has joined itself to the Carmelite Order and retains 
the Christian and humanitarian character with which it was first founded ... " 

The work was pursued and the monastery on Mount Carmel was completed in 1867 
(3). 

To commemorate the former protection by the Kings of France, a number of 
Knights of the Order of St Lazarus, after the 1848 Revolution, presented to the 
Comte de Chambord (King Henri V, at the time in exile) a white flag bearing on one 
side the Royal Arms of France with the motto Dieu et man Roy ("God and my 
King") and on the other the Green Cross of the Order with the motto Atavis et 
Armis. 

In 1861, the Comte de Chambord visited Mount Carmel and the basilica in which 
the Knights of St Lazarus had taken such an interest and also visited Saint-Jean
d'Acre, Nazareth, Jerusalem and Damietta, all towns beloved of the Order. 

From then on, under the spiritual authority of the Greek Catholic Patriarch, there 
was cautious recruitment to the Order, with the effect that by 1850 it numbered 
some twenty knights. Patriarch Maximos III Malzoum died in 1855 and his 
successors until the beginning of the twentieth century were Patriarchs Clement I 
(1856-64), Gregory I (1864-97) and Peter IV (1898-1902). Among the Eastern 
prelates appointed to the Order were, notably, the Greek Catholic Archbishops 
Clement of Beirut (who became Patriarch in 1856), Mgr Agapi Dumani (appointed 
in 1864) and Mgr Antoine Sabbagh (appointed in 1871). 

In 1860, from April to June, the Ottoman government and the Druzes massacred 
numerous Christians in the Lebanon and the French found it neccessary to land 
troops at Beirut under Generals de Beaufort and d'Hautpoul in order to protect the 
Christian communities there and to lay the political foundations of what is now 
Lebanon. 

In the West, the recruitment of new members of the Order of St Lazarus was 
discreet as the Patriarch, being subject to the Ottoman Empire, was in a delicate 
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position by reason of his patronage of a Christian institution with the traditional 
appearance of being at war with the Sublime Porte; this recruitment could be 
carried on officially only when Turkey and the Christian Powers were allies or 
when there was peace in the East. In any case, appointment to the Order was at the 
time by the simple expedient of a letter. It is worthy of note that the Knights of St 
Lazarus thus appointed up to the end of the 19th century included (in 1853) Admiral 
Alphonse Hamelin, who commanded the Black Sea squadron during the Crimean 
War, became Minister for the Navy and was Grand Chancellor of the Legion of 
Honour when he died in 1860; in the same year, Admiral Louis Edouard Bouet
Willaumez who became an Imperial Senator and died in 1871; in 1863: Comte Louis 
Franc;ois du Mesnil de Maricourt, who became French Consul at Larnaca in Cyprus 
and died in 1865 while ministering to cholera victims; Comte Paul de Poudenx, who 
died in 1894; the Revd Abbe Jean Tanski, who came to France after taking part in 
the Polish uprising, lived at Paris (where he was attached to the parish of Sainte
Marie-des-Batignolles), later became Almoner of the Order, contributed to its 
maintenance and died in 1913; in 1865: Comte Jules Marie d'Anselme de Puisaye, a 
zouave in the Papal armies who had been wounded alongside Colonel de Charette 
in the battle of Castelfidardo; the Vicomte de Boisbaudry in 1875 (b. 1846); Baron 
Yves de Constancin in 1896 (b. 1864), who was later to become commander of the 
Hospitaller Nobles of St Lazarus, a knight of the Order of Isabella the Catholic and 
of Saint Anne of Russia. A man of letters, he founded the Association of 
Parliamentary Journalists and was the director of the Revue Internationale, dying 
in 1914. 

In 1880, Comte Jules Marie d'Anselme de Puisaye, a Hospitaller Knight of St 
Lazarus, living at the time in Tunisia and desirous of involving the Order in a 
charitable and hospitaller project, founded in Tunis the Association de la Croix 
Verte (Green Cross Association) a society for aid to the injured and sick which 
served the people in many ways. 

It should not be forgotten that the continued existence of the Hereditary 
Commanderies of the Order of Saint Lazarus - which had been erected at the 
beginning of the 18th century - was assured throughout this period; the Hereditary 
Commanders of La Motte des Courtils after 1830 were:-

Charles-Jean Baptiste des Courtils de Bessy (d.l842); 
Alexandre des Courtils de Bessy ( d.l854); 
Alexandre des Courtils de Bessy ( d.l870); 
Charles Alexandre des Courtils de Bessy (d.l894) and 
Jean des Courtils de Bessy (d.1968). 

For its part, the Commandery of Saint Franc;ois de Bailleul was held after 1830 by:-
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Franc;ois Louis de Bailleul (d.1850); 
Charles Edouard de Bailleul ( d.1860); 
Achille-Raymond de Bailleul ( d.1897) and 
Jean Paul de Bailleul (d.1925). 

Thus, from 1830 to 1900, the Order of Saint Lazarus continued in existence and, 
true as it may be that, as in 1578, only a limited number of Knights remained to face 
the new century, it was to be the destiny of these few to see the Hospitaller Knights 
of St Lazarus resume their upward progress. 

The Order of St Lazarus since those times does not have the same character as it 
possessed before the Revolution, but its tradition, principles and spirituality are the 
same. The difference between the Hospitaller Knights of St Lazarus of the 19th 
century and those of the 17th is no greater than that between the latter and the 
leper-knights of the 12th, but Chivalry remains unchanged with or without inherited 
wealth or any official position in the State; the changes enforced by the passing of 
centuries do not prevent the tradition's survival and the assurance thereby that the 
institution continues eternally. 

Notes 

1) It is noteworthy that the King of Naples and the Comte de Chambord also associated 
themselves with this project. 

2) Temple et Hospice duMont Carmel by Alexandre and Adolphe Dumas, was published at 
Paris in 1844 by the "Imprimerie du Fain et Trunot" (8vo., Q2F476F). 

3) It was destroyed again by the Turks in 1915 and was rebuilt after World War I. 
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The Hospitaller Knights of St Lazarus 
of Jerusalem 1900 - 1930 

On the threshold of the twentieth century, the Hospitaller Knights of the Order of 
St Lazarus of Jerusalem were tangibly in the same situation as at the beginning of 
the seventeenth; only a small number assured the institution's survival, but without 
any assets, these having been taken from it by the Revolution and not having been 
able to be recovered during the course of the 1800s. Its Spiritual Protector was 
Patriarch Peter IV, from 1898 to 1902 Greek Melkite Patriarch of Antioch and all the 
East, of Alexandria and Jerusalem. Canon Tanski, Chaplain of the Order, was in 
Paris as, in effect, the Order's Chancellor and in charge of its general management. 
Its members included the Marquis d'Anselme de Puisaye, who presided over the 
charitable "Green Cross Association", and the Baron de Constancin; the two 
hereditary Commanders were Jean des Courtils de Bessy and the Marquis (Paul) de 
Bailleul. 

In 1902, the Greek Melkite Archbishop of Saint-Jean-d'Acre, Mgr Cyrille Ghea, a 
member of the Order, became Patriarch Cyril VIII. Under his aegis, new members 
joined the Order, among them Mgr Gregoire Haggear, his successor as Melkite 
Archbishop of Saint- Jean-d'Acre, Paul Watrin, Paul Beugnot, Charles Otzenberger, 
Jean-Paul Eyscher, Alexandre Gallery de la Tremblaye, Jean Georges de Guillet de 
Pardes de Fleurelles. 

In 1910, the Patriarch, on Canon Tanski's advice, decided tore- establish the Order's 
Chancellery in France, its historic seat. A council of the Order was appointed: Paul 
Watrin, an advocate at the Appeal Court in Paris, was appointed Chancellor; Paul 
Beugnot as the Judge of Arms and Canon Tanski as Chaplain. After this 
reorganisation Patriarch Cyril VIII wrote a long letter (dated 3 June 1911) from 
Damascus to the Chancellor, in which he discussed the role of the Eastern Church 
in which the Order was interested, and concluded:-

"Finally, as a pledge of our recognition and affection, we grant our blessing to 
all the Order, " ( 1) 

The Hospitaller Knights of St Lazarus then began to create a structure for 
themselves; as freedom of association had existed in France since 1901, they took 
the name of Association nobiliaire des Chevaliers de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem 
(Nobiliary Association of Knights of St Lazarus of Jerusalem) with the Patriarch as 
Administrator-General; it was envisaged that, in accordance with ancient rules, a 
lieutenant-general would be elected to direct the Order. Paul Beugnot, the Judge of 
Arms, who was an Officer of the Order and out of modesty did not want the title of 
Knight, was to handle recruitment; he was the secretary-general of the Societe 
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Heraldique de France (French Heraldic Society) whose chief patron was the Due 

d'Orl<~ans, Head of the French Royal House and de jure King Philippe VIII, and 

whose founding president was General de Charette. HRH the Comte d'Eu and 

Cardinal Arnette were honorary members of the Society and the Marquis d'Anselme 

de Puissaye, Knight of the Order of St. Lazarus, was an influential member of its 

Council. Appointments of new members of the Order were published in the 

Society's Bulletin. The Hospitaller Knights' main avowed objective was aid to the 

Christian Churches of the East. 

At a time when the organisation was full of hope for the future, the First World War 

erupted. At once, new upheavals battered the institution of St. Lazarus. In the Near 

East, the Turkish Government set to massacring Christians; bishops were 

sentenced to imprisonment, and Patriarch Cyril VIII's opposition to the Ottoman 

government earned him the death sentence, which he evaded only by escaping to 

Egypt, where he died at Ramleh on 11 January 1916. 

It was not until the Ottoman Empire had been defeated that the election of a new 

Patriarch could be proceeded with, and Demetrios I Cadi was elected on 29 March 

1919, becoming the new Spiritual Protector of the Order of St Lazarus. Under his 

protectorate, recruitment resumed, Canon Pierracini became Chaplain of the Order 

and the Marquis de l'Eglise de Ferier de Felix became Judge of Arms. 

Unfortunately, the Patriarch died on 25 October 1925. Announcing his death, the 

Revue Internationale wrote:-

" ... the noble Hospitallers of St Lazarus, who, as is weU known, devote their 

efforts to work in the East .. are now in deep mourning foUowing the demise 

of their Protector His Beatitude Mgr Demetrios. " (1. 7.1926) 

Appointments to the Order of St Lazarus were by now published in the journal La 

Science Historique, the organ of the French Archaeological Society, which Paul 

Watrin directed and whose committee included several Knights, including the 

Marquis de L'Eglise, Alexis Gallery de la Tremblaye and later Paul Bertrand de la 

Grassi ere. 

The election of Patriarch HB Cyril IX Mogabgab took place on 8 December 1925. He 

was a great Francophile and a Commander of the Legion of Honour. The Order 

developed apace under his spiritual protection and, on 17 March 1926 the Patriarch 

(in Beirut at the time) wrote a lengthy letter to the members of the Order, in which 

he said:-

22 

"The work of the recruitment of priests and their support in poverty-stricken 

viUages ... accomplished by my beloved hospitaUer sons of St Lazarus of 
Jerusalem, is a work of essentiaUy missionary character and worthy of their 

traditions. God wiU assuredly reward them a hundredfold, for they shaU have 

the merit of saving thousands of souls for God. In especiaUy commending aU 

these endeavours to you, I send to you and to aU your confreres in the Order 
my paternal benediction ... " 

On 10 June 1926, Mgr Attie, the Melkite Patriarch's archimandrite and rector of the 

Church of Saint Julian the Poor in Paris, was installed as Chaplain of the Order. 

In July 1926, Patriarch Cyril IX himself, on his way home from receiving the 

pallium from Pope Pius XI in Rome, arrived in Paris. On 25 July, in the Melkite 

Church of Saint Julian the Poor, he celebrated the Holy Liturgy in the presence of 

Mgr Khoriaty, Archbishop of Sidon, Mgr Maximos Saiegh, Archbishop of TYre (who 

was to succeed him as Patriarch and as Protector of the Order) , Mgr Haggear, 

Archbishop of Saint-Jean-d'Acre and Grand Referendary (later Spiritual Grand 

Prior). Officers of the Order were seated in choir: Mgr Attie, the Chaplain; the 

Chev. Paul Watrin, Chancellor; the Chev. Gallery de la Tremblaye, Keeper of the 

Seal; the Chev. Otzenberger, Clerk, and others. In the evening the Patriarch gave a 

reception for members of the Order and discussed at length with them the 

Order's life. 

Recruitment intensified over the next two years. The year 1927 saw the official 

constitution under French law of the Association Fran<;aise des Hospitaliers de 

Saint-Lazare, which then took the name of Association Fran<;aise des Chevaliers 

de Saint-Lazare and which is now the Hospitaliers de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem. 

The Marquis de l'Eglise de Ferier de Felix became its President. In the same year, 

in order to make the Order better known, the Chev. Paul Bertrand de la Grassiere 

published a study entitled L'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem en Orient. Son 

passe, Son present, which was dedicated to Pope Pius XI, who responded through 

his Secretary of State in the following terms: 

"The Holy Father is graciously pleased to acknowledge your dedication to him 

of your work L'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem en Orient. His 

Holiness thanks you for this proof your devotion and, as a pledge of his 

paternal benevolence, sends you a cordial and especial blessing ... " (11 October 
1927 No 65236). 

In December 1927, the Knights of St Lazarus participated as such in the sessions of 

the Eastern Marian week which was held at Paris. 

On 19 January 1928, Pope Pius XI sent, via Cardinal Gasperi, Secretary of State, the 

following letter to the Marquis de l'Eglise, President of the Association Fran<;aise 
de Saint-Lazare: 
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"Monsieur le President, 

The Holy father acknowledges with his good favour the salutations which you 

have addressed to him in the name of your Order on the occasion· of the New 

Years festivities. 

His Holiness cordially thanks you and reciprocates his best wishes for the 

prosperity of the Hospitallers of St Lazarus and their families, imparting to 

all of them a special apostolic blessing ... " (letter no. 3511/27) 

At this time, the charitable and hospitaller activity of the Order of Saint Lazarus 

involved collecting offerings and gifts for the benefit of Christians in the East, 

which it transmitted to the Greek Melkite Patriarchate for distribution as needed. 

On 16 December 1928, the Order organised a lecture in Paris given by the Revd. Fr. 

David Lathoud, of the Augustinians of the Assumption and director of the journal 

Union des Eglises, on the Melkite Church, so that it might become better known. 

The Knights attended, as did various ecclesiastical persons such as Mgr Bahagan 

(2) the Armenian bishop of Angora; Mgr Attie, the Order's chaplain; Mgr de Mayol 

de Lupe, a military chaplain and Fr Mercklen of the Augustinians of the 

Assumption, who edited the Catholic paper La Croix and was a member of the 

Academie Fran(:a,ise.(3) The following day, 17 December, the Knights celebrated 

their patronal feast at the Church of St Julian the Poor where the Byzantine Liturgy 

was celebrated by Mgr Attie with the following persons (among others) attending: 

Mgr Bahaban, Armenian bishop of Angora, accompanied by the head of the 

Armenian mission in France; Fr Mercklen of La Croix; Mgr Mayol de Lupe; General 

de Vasquez Cobo, the Colombian Minister; Prince Tokary, the former minister of the 

Ukraine; Prince Obolensky; Prince Gortschakoff of the Imperial Russian Army; 

Princess Bagration; Vice-Admiral Mornet; Maitre Plouvier, Counsel of the Court of 

Auditors, and certain other prominent Parisian figures. 

On 9 January 1929 Patriarch Cyril IX had this to say in a letter to Mgr Attie: 

" ... we noted with great pleasure the devotion of the Hospitallers of St Lazarus, 
to which the events on 17 December testified. Please convey to them Our 

satisfaction and profound gratitude. We cordially wish the Order great 
prosperity and ever-increasing success. " 

The year 1929 saw the Order resume its onward progress. Over fifty people, both 

French and foreign, joined its ranks; among them, we will limit ourselves to 

mentioning: HE Cardinal Lienart, Bishop of Lille; HE Cardinal Hayes, Archbishop of 

New York; Mgr Dub Dubowski, bishop of Luck and Zytornec; General de Castelnau; 

Admiral Lacaze; General Weygand; Georges Goyau and Henri Bordeaux, the latter 
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four all being members of the Academie Fran9aise (3); Fran~ois de Bourbon Duke 

of Seville; the Duke de Clermont-Tonnerre; the Marquis de Migre; the Marquis de 

Bellevue; and Colonel Raoul Hospital. This period also saw increased recruitment 

outside France, notably in Spain and Poland. 

In the same year, the Order published an edition of its Rules and Statutes, which 

recapitulated the Order's ancient customs whilst adapting them to modern times 

and relying upon the basis of the Fundamental Statute of the Knights and 

Hospitallers which had been drawn up in 1841 at the time of the resumption of the 

links between the Knights and Hospitallers and the Melkite Patriarchate; articles on 

the Hospitallers of St Lazarus were published in various journals and conferences 

were held on the subject. 

On 26 January 1929, Patriarch Cyril wrote from Cairo to the Chancellor:-

"Your good wishes on the occasion of the New Year have met with a deep echo 

of recognition and satisfaction in Our soul. We reciprocate them from the 

depths of Our heart, praying the Lord to bless the Order and cause its works 
to be fruitful and multiply. Please convey to its dear members the expression 

of Our paternal and affectionate recollection and a quite particular 
benediction." 

On 15 February 1929, Chevalier Paul Watrin resigned from his office as Chancellor 

(4) which position was taken over by Chevalier Paul de la Grassiere, who shortly 

afterwards was given the title of Grand Capitular of the Knights and Hospitallers 

with the especial duty of presiding over the Chapter-General (5). 

Relations with Patriarch Cyril IX were very close, and a lengthy correspondence 

ensued between him and the Council. We may cite from it a letter which he wrote 
on 30 July 1929 to the new Chancellor:-

''It is for us ground for legitimate pride to see so many persons of prominence 

in civil and ecclesiastical society incorporated into this so dear Order, all 

thanks to your zeal and the work of the new Council. Let us hope that this 
trend will always continue and that we will soon see the fruits borne by the 
Order. .. '' 

On 10 December 1929, Patriarch Cyril IX reconstituted in Paris the delegation 

e~trusted with the government of the Order. It was composed of the Marquis de 

l'Eglise de Ferier de Felix, President of the Association of Hospitaller Knights of St 

Lazarus; Mgr Attie, Chaplain; Paul Bertrand de la Grassiere, Chancellor; Charles 

Otzenberger-Detaille, Superintendent; and HE Mgr Haggear; Grand Referendary. On 
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the same day, the Patriarch wrote as follows to the Superintendent, who was 
responsible for the management of the Order's property:-

"You know well the deep affection which we feel for the Order of Si Lazarus of 
Jerusalem, whose Protector we are truly blessed to be. From the depths of our 
heart, we wish Council and all the Order's members continual prosperity and 
abundant heavenly blessings to make its works fruitful. May the Lord reward 
you for your efforts for the good of Holy Church." 

In the same year, Mgr Haggear, Archbishop of Saint-Jean-d'Acre and Grand 
Referendary, also came to Paris and met with the Council and with members of the 
Order to discuss its work. 

Unfortunately, the Order's progress was not achieved without the provocation of 
rivalries and jealousies. Representations were made to Patriarch Cyril IX, who, in 
the face of these difficulties, decided in 1930 to lay down his office of Spiritual 
Protector and entrust the spiritual responsibilities of the Order to Mgr Haggear, 
Archbishop of Saint-Jean-d'Acre, who thus took the title of Spiritual Grand Prior 
(6). Patriarch Cyril IX's successor, Patriarch Maximos IV Saiegh (who had 
accompanied Patriarch Cyril IX to Paris in 1927 to preside at a meeting of the 
Order) was later to re-assume this role and dignity, as, after his death, Patriarch 
Maximos V Hakim (a former Spiritual Grand Prior) has continued to do. 

The year 1930 saw further recruitment, mainly outside France. We may note among 
the new members: Abbe Pierre Andrieu D.Theol.; Abbe Leon Mercklen, editor of 
La Croix; HE Mgr Adolphe-Nouel Bobadilla, assistant to the Pontifical Throne; HE 
Mgr Augustin Perrado y Garcia, Bishop of Valencia; the Comte de Janze; Archduke 
Leopold Salvator of Austria-Tuscany; Albert de Bourbon, Duke of Santa Elena; the 
Comte de Mirassol (a Knight of Calatrava); Marshal Carmona, President of 
Portugal. Delegations of Knights of St Lazarus now began to be organised outside 
France. 

The Council of Dignitaries, in agreement with the eldest descendant of the senior 
hereditary commandery, Capt. Jean des Courtils de Bessy, and the Spiritual Grand 
Prior, Mgr Haggear, decided that the time had come to restore the Grand Magistral 
office of the Order, which was now vacant. In May 1930, after discussions with 
representatives of the Order's Council, Francisco de Borb6n, Duke of Seville, then 
an officer in the Spanish Royal Army who had been Bailiff of Spain for a year, 
consented to assume this office provisionally, with the title of Lieutenant-General 
and Grand-Magistral powers. 

That the decision was taken at this juncture to entrust Grand- Magistral authority to 
him is due to the fact that the Duke of Seville had decided to make France his 
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permanent place of domicile. The Rules and Tradition of Knights of St Lazarus had, 
indeed, since the Chapter of 1578, stipulated that the Order could not have its 
Grand-Magistral Seat outside France, where the Grand Master was to reside and 
where the Chapters-General were required to be held, for: 

"it would be greatly prejudicial to this ealm of France which is its Protector 
and zealous Defender. .. the transfer of it (the Order) to another country would 
he to strip the French crown of the most ancient Order of Chivalry of all 
Christendom ... " (Chapter of 20 May 1578). 

April1931 saw the Spanish Revolution. The Duke of Seville, having been implicated 
in General Sanjurjo's monarchist uprising, was deported to Villa Cisneros and came 
to Paris in 1933, he and his family making their permanent home there. A Chapter
General was held on 15 December 1935 and he was entrusted with magistral 
authority and the title of Grand Master. 

We end this discussion of the history of the Knights and Hospitallers of St Lazarus 
at the year 1930, the date of the re- establishment of the Grand Magistry. 

It should be noted that Paul Bertrand de la Grassiere published in 1932 a Histoire 
des Chevaliers Hospitaliers de Saint-Lazare which brought him the encourage
ment of the Due de Guise, Head of the Royal House of France, heir of those Kings 
of France who were the protectors of the Order, and of Prince Alfonso Carlos de 
Borb6n, the senior member (under Salic law) of the Royal House of Spain. 

With the re-establishment of their Grand Magistry, the Knights and Hospitallers of 
Saint Lazarus wrote a new page of their history. The Order resumed recruitment 
and continued in its traditional mission which we may summarize under three 
heads:- to maintain the traditions of Christian chivalry; to work for Christian unity; 
and to engage in charitable and hospitaller work for the sake of the sick, especially 
lepers, without forgetting aid to Christians in the East. 

This work has proceeded especially during recent years, since the magistral 
responsibility has been taken on by HE the Due de Brissac, 47th Supreme Head of 
the Order, and it may be said that, in our own time, the Knights and Hospitallers of 
Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem have a special position among the the chivalric 
institutions of the Christian West. 
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Notes 

1) In 1910, a person by the name of Johan Moser, a Berlin Jew who had converted to 
Christianity and called himself the Baron Moser de Vega, constituted· on his own 
authority a group in Berlin called "Hospitallers of St Lazarus" just as he set up another 
group called the "Hospitallers of StJohn". These bodies had nothing to do with either the 
chivalric institution of St Lazarus of Jerusalem on the one side or with the Order of St 
John of Jerusalem (the Order of Malta) on the other. Nobody of the name of Jehan Jose 
Moser de Vega has ever been listed among the members of the Order of St Lazarus - a fact 
published by the Due de Brissac, the Order's Administrator-General, on 15 January 1962, 
following on the researches instigated by the Prince de Beam et Chalais in 1945. This 
group, whose self-appellation of ''HospitaUers of St Lazarus" is not in doubt, proved to 
be ephemeral; Moser de Vega introduced himself into certain heraldic circles around 
1911-13 but never established there (among his multiplicitous titles) his claim to be a 
member of the OSLJ- q.v. Bulletins Historiques, Archeologiques et Heraldiques 1911-
1913. On the contrary, the 1911 Revista Heraldica (p. 183) refers to him as a Knight of 
the Holy Sepulchre. These denials and lack of proof have not deterred certain writers 
from persisting in associating Moser with the Order of St Lazarus. 

2) He later became a member of the Order. 

3) Other members of the Academie Franyaise later became members of the OSLJ, such as 
Monsignor Baudrillart, the Due de Levis-Mirepoix, and Henri Massis. 

4) In 1930, Paul Watrin, who had resigned from the OSLJ in 1929, founded a body which he 
called the Ordre Noble de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem of which he proclaimed himself 
the Grand Master. This group attracted a number of recruits but engaged in scarcely any 
activities of a charitable or hospitaller nature. It continued an erratic existence with a 
few members until 1939 but disappeared after the Second World War. Watrin himself died 
in 1945. 

5) He held this office until1974 and was in addition one of the most assiduous historians of 
the Order. Mgr Attie was still Chaplain-General and Charles Otzenberger the Clerk. HE 
Mgr Haggear, Archbishop of Saint-Jean- d'Acre, was appointed Grand Referendary. 

6) According to P. Bertrand de la Grassiere, representations had been made in particular by 
a French dignitary of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre, who, under the authority of the 
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, seemed to fear the Order of St Lazarus' influence on 
Eastern Christians. 
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Members of the Order between 1830-1930.1) 

Comte Vincent Vienot de Vaublanc 
1774-1845 

ConseiUer d'Etat. Ancien Ministre 
de la Restauration 

Amiral Comte Edouard 
Bouet-WiUaumez 1853-1871 

1) Mentioned is the period of membership 
(or date of entry). 

Comte Melchior de Polignac 
1824-1855 

Amiral Baron 
Ferdinand-Alphonse Hamelin 

1853-1860 
Amiral de France. Senateur 

Grand Chancelier de la Legion 
d'Honneur 
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Members of the Order between 1830-1930. 

Jules, Marquis d'Anselme de 
Puisaye 1865-1917 
Zouave Pontifical 

Marquis de l'Eglise de 
Ferier de Felix, 1920 

Juge d'Armes, President de 
l 'Association Franyaise des 
Hospitaliers de St-Lazaire 

Chanoine Jean Tanski 
1863-1913 

Aumonier Geruiral de l'OSLJ 

Paul Bertrand de la Grassiere 
1927-1974 

Juge d'Armes puis 
Grand Capitulaire 

Members of the Order between 1830-1930. 

Capitaine de Fnigate Jean des 
Courtils de Bessy, 1869 

VIle titulaire de la Commanderie 
de la Motte des Courtils 

General Edouard de Curieres de Castelnau 
Vainqueur de la bataille du Grand 

Couronne (1914) 
President de la Federation Nationale 

Cathaloque (1924) 
1929-1944 

Don Raphael Gordon de 
Wardhouse de Aristeguy 

6e Comte de Mirasol. Grand 
d'Espagne. Chevalier de l'Ordre de 

Calatrava, 1930-1934 

Colonel Raoull'Hospital 
Ancien Aide de Camps du Marechal 

Foch. President de l'Alliance 
Atlantique des Anciens Combattants. 
Grand croix de la Legion d'Honneur 

1929 
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Members of the Order between 1830-1930. 

S.A.I. et R. l'Archidux Leopold 
Salvator d'Autriche-Toscane 

1930-1931 

S.E. Mgr Gregoire Haggear, 1904 
Archeveque grec catholique d'Haifa, 

St-Jean d'Acre, Nazareth 
Referendaire puis 

Grand Prieur Spirituel 

32 

Joseph-Marie de Bailleul 
Marquis de Bailleul 

IXe titulaire de Bailleul 
1925-1968 

Comte Fernand Laudet 
1929-1934 
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