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THE FUNDAMENTAL CONSTITUTION OF THE ORDER 
We are indelbted to a Commander of our Order, Richard Flores Martin, Assistant Secretary of the Grand Chancery, for translating out of the Spanish, the constitution of the Order as promulgated by the then 44th Grand Master, The Duke of Seville, in 1948, which was a summation of all the previous Statutes and Decrees of the Order, carried out by the then Grand Referendary, the Marquis de Cardenas de Montehermoso, and Grand . Capitular Paul Bertrand de la Grassiere. 
At that time the Order had accepted the Oecumenical Mission of the Order but had not ra,ised Protestants to full membership of the Order. 
When in 1960 the present Grand Referendary was made Commissioner General and Grand Baliliff of what was called for simplicity the English Tongue (but which was the reinstitution of the former Scottish and English Tongues of the Order) he insisted that these statutes should be interpreted in such a way that a compromise was reached, whereby all Episcopalians and Anglicans were accepted as "Catholics" within the meaning of the ancient statutes. 
These concepts were incorporated in the various decrees setting urp the "English" Tongue, and to that extent, these Decrees of 1948 have been modified. 
When the 46th Grand Master, H.R.H. the Duke of Nemours, ruppointed the Commissioner General of the English Tongue Grand Red'erendary, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of the Marquis de Cardena1s de Montehermoso, the development was taken one stage further, and all Christians were admitted as "Catholic" or full membel.'s of the Order, and only those below the rank of Knight, were considered as Associates. 
The Proofs of Nobility were left unaltered except that in Scotland a more difficuLt proof of n<jbiJity, in the paternal or pronominal line from 1672 was imposed. 
Furthermore, since the Grand Referendary had to seal on behalf of the Grand Master in the daily conduct of the affairs of the Order, it was agreed that his personal seal with the chief of religion and the eight pointed cross of the Order should be used for and on behalif of the Grand Master. 
Fun<lamenta.Ny, therefore the constitution was in all respects, 

ualtered. 
No diminution of the powers of the Grand Master . were in 
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any respect agreed upon. On the Election of the 46th Grand 
Master in Paris in 1967 he had been asked to swear to U!phold 
the constitution of the Order, and no ailterations in the statutes 
of the Order were then contemplated, or put to him, except, 
what was generally understood, namely the special position which 
the Episcopal Church had come to enjoy as a fully Catholic 
Church. 

The Grand Master, therefore, r,emained absolute monarch 
of the Order, which is made clear from those parts of the Con
stitution of 1948 which we have printed in capitals. 

Consequently, when the Grand Master wa:s asked in January 1968 at Boigny to sign the ancient Constitution of the Order, he had every reason to believe that this was the 1948 statutes, as modified in respect to the a:bove matters with the addition of the authorisation of the Companionate of Merit which the then Chancellor (Guy Coutant) and the Commis,sioner General of the 
"English" Tongue had drawn up. 

These statutes were not issued by M. Guy Coutant for nearly a year, when it was found that in no respect did they ~e~p~esent, 
with evolutionary modifioations, the fundamental const1turt10n of the Order but were statutes which deprived the Grand Master and the hights of the Order of all fun~amental right~, and placed all authority, and a,ppointment of the1r successors m the h~nds of M. Guy Coutant, M. Paul Bertrand and t_he J:?uke of Bnssac as Grand Administrator, the latter office havmg, m fact, become 
superfluous on th~ appointment of a Grand Master. 

To protect himself from the further perpetrations of such frauds the Grand Master appointed a Grand R~ferendary, and 
later a Coadj-utor, with right of succe:s,sion, an~ removed from office the officers who had attempted to usurp h1s powers. 

Following this a convention of members of the O~der w~s convened in Malta (where the Grand Master had established h1s Chancery) under the name of a Grand M~g.istral Cou~cil, but which since it allowed all memibers to part1c1rpate, was m effect a Ch~pter General, at w~ich loyalty to the Grand Master, the appointment of the CoadJUtor, and that of the Grand Referen
drary, were confirmed, and the latt~r ~as given the powers, whiCh under the fundamental consbtuttOn, were those of the 
Grand Vicar or Vicar General. 

Members will therefore, see that the .l~te Grand . Master's 
acts were constitutional and within the sp1!1t and _laws of the Constitution of the Order, which are- herewith published. 
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Attention should be drawn to the fact that in tha5e fundamental decrees, which are a summation of the whole constitution of the Order up_ to 1948_, _no provision is made for a Spiritual , Protector. Th~ htghest spmtual appointlnent in the Order is that of Grand Pnor, referred to in these decrees, and which office was held by !he present Melchite Patriarch before his elevation as H.B. Max1mos V. ' 
~his office, of Spiritual Protector, appears to have been an appmnt!llent made by the then administmtion in Paris during 

the J?enod of ~he 45th Gr~nd Mastership in respect of His late Beatitude M~ximos IV, With the present Patriarch Maximos V, as Grand Pnor. 
Therefore, as far as one can see the position of H.B. 

Maximos V, as Spiritual Protector was an anomalous one in 
two respects, one being in respect to the office, over and a1bove 
that of Grand Prior, and secondly in the use of the term Pro
tector; since, in fact, the Patriarch's had surrendered their offices 
~ Pr<;>t,ectors.' when the 44th Grand Master was appointed. This 
VJC'W 1s consistent with these statutes now re-pu!blished. 

As re:gar?s the first difficulty this was formally overcome by 
the Constltuhonal Decrees of 15th April 1969 issued by the late 
46th Grand Master, the Duke · of Nemours, who by Decree No. 
4 I 1969 declared -

The Spiritual Protector of the Order is His Beatitude 
the Greek Melchite Patriarch of Antioch and all the East of 
J eru~alem and Ale~eandria, at this time His Beatit~de 
Max1mos V. 
This has clearly, and le~aHy, settled the position of His 

Beatitude. 
. However, the adoption of the t-~rm Spiritual Protector is 

~n Important one, because of several reasons. First the Order 
IS not a Papal Order (since its secular~sation in the 16th cen
tury), ~nd the pronouncements of the Vatican recently have made ~t dear ~hat the only Orders under its Sovereignty and ProtectiOn are tts own sovereign Orders,the Order of Malta and the Order of the Holy Sepulchre. The only Pontiff of any kind 
~ho can be the actual protector of an Order is a Sovereign Pon-tiff, and that means the Pope. . 

Furthermore, Protection. lies solely with Socv·ereignty. As has 
been shown in An Introduction to the Order of St. Lazarus of 
Jerusalem, by the Grand Referendary, the Kings Olf Spain were 
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protectors within their realm of the Order, and the Kings of 
France in theirs. 

(The Protection of other Sovereigns within their own realms. 
such as those of Sweden, Scotland, England, and so on, died out 
in the course of history). 

Since the regrowth of the Order took place ~rom ~he surviv
ing French Priory in _the 19th and 20t~ centrunes,_ w1t~wut a!lY 
infringement of the nghts of the Spamsh Pr'?tectwn ~~ Spam. 
it can be said, until such time as other Soveret~s exercise Pro
tection over the Order in their own realms ~wh1c~ they are en
titled to do), the Protection of the Order lies With the Royal 
House of France. 

Therefore the term Spiritual Protector is an anomaly. \Yhat 
is really mea~t by this term is ~piritual Patron, and p~ov1ded 
that the designation is understood m that sense, no harm IS done 
by the present usage. 

However, if understood in this sense then we have a r~o~
ciliation between the statutes of 1948, since the Grand Pnor 1s 
not displaced, and the welcomed inte_rest in the O~der of. H.B. 
Maximos V, with his wide oecumemcal outlook, IS. <?ontmued, 

. by his Patronage of the Order, under the term o~ Spmtual P!o
tector, without challenging the actual and de Ju_re Pr'?tect1~:m 
which lies w~th the Royal House of France, and m Spam With 
the Royal House of that country. 

It is in this sense that the legalisation of this exalted appoin_t
ment in the Order was carried out by t~e last Grand Master m 
the Constitutional Decrees of 15th April 1969. 

Finally, attention is dmwn to Decree No. 1 I 1969 which 
states specifically that "Order decrees, rul<?s, statu~e,s, and bye
laws remain in force where they ~re consistent w1th these De
crees now published" on 15th Apnl 1969. 

For that reason these basic decrees of the Order, a~ formu
lated in 1948 are published, so that the Order may arnve at a 
corpus of the laws and constitution of the Order. 

It is the intention, following a resoLution of the Grand 
Magistral Council held at Liege, Be~lgium, on t~~ 3rd June, 1972 
to set up a commission to embo?y all the ~egi~1matc decrees of 
tlae Order into a completely codified Constitution. 

This commission is headed by the Juridical Counsellor to 
the Supreme Council of the Ordex. 
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THE MILITARY AND HOSPITALLER ORDER 
OF ST. LAZARUS OF JERUSALEM 

GRAND MASTER 
Decree 

Don Francisco de Borbon, Duke of Seville, Prince Grand 
MaJSter of the Mil'itary and Hospita1ler Order of St. Lazarus of 
Jerusalem, here and beyond the seas : 

Having considered the advantages which would accrue from 
the adaptation to the present times of the rules, usages and cus
toms which over the centuries have served to regulate the Order 
of St. Lazarus; having cons,idered the difficulities which from time 
to. ti!lle have resulted from their application in the various 
PW?r.Ies when these, owing to the complexities of international 
poht1cs, have found themselves unable to communicate with the 
Grand Magistracy and have thus been unable to submit to it 
!heir do~bts on the correct intellpretation of the said rules; hav
mg considered the advantages which would accrue to the admi
nistration .of th~ Order from t~e ~limination, as far as possible 
of these difficulties by the publicatiOn of a revised version of the 
rules, ~ decree as follows : 

First and only article. 
~y these presents I appoint the Grand Referendary of my 

M_agistral Government and Delegate to the Supreme Council, 
Hts Excellency Sr. Don Jose Romero e Juseu, Marque-3 de 
Cardenas de Montehermoso and the Grand Capitular of the 
Order and Dignitary of the Supreme Council, His Exo~llency 
Sr. Don ~ablo Bertrand de la Gra:ssiere, so thalt, having made 
such enqmry as they may deem necess·ary and having seen and 
examined the Ordinancer.s which preceded this, my present man
date, and the Mag!stral decrees at present in force they may 
draw up and submit to me a draft of the General Regulations 
for the conduct of the Order. 
Madrid, 6th October 1948. 

Grand Master 
FRANCISCO DE BORBON. 

Duke of Seville. 
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MILITARY AND HOSPITALLER ORDER 
OF ST. LAZARUS OF JERUSALEM 

GRAND MASTER 
Decree 

Don Francisco de Borbon, Duke of Seville, Prince Grand 
Master of the Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus orf 
Jerusalem, here and beyond the seas: 

Having considered the fact that the draft Regulations for 
the conduct orf the Order, the preparation of which was entrusted 
by my Decree of the 6th day of October, 1948, to the Grand 
Referendary orf the Magis-tral Government, His Excellency Sr. 
Don Jose Romero de Juseu Marques de Cardenas de Monteher
moso, and to the Grand Capitular of the Order, His Excellency 
Monsieur Paul Bertrand de la GrasS'iere, which have been sub
mitted for my consideration, P~tain and enshrine the traditional 
spirit of the Order so prudentliy establish~d by my predecessors 
in the Magistral Dignity and by success1ve Chapters General, 
foHow closely th~ lines laid down by me and talke account olf 
the international development ' of the Order, I now decree as 
fo!Jows: 
1. The said General Regulations are approved and are applic

able to and in all the Priories of the Order as from the 
date of the present decree from which date a11 members and 
associates of the Order are bound by them. 

2. 1 entrust to the Grand Referendary, His ExcellencMy Sr. Dhon 
Jose Romero de Juseu, Marques de Cardenas de. on~e er
moso, the publication df the said General ~egula;twns m tlhe 
Spanish and French languages in conformity w1th the text 
O!pproved by me and I also entrust ~im with the duty of 
communicating them to the representatives. of the Order that 
they may bring the said General Regul:aitwns to the ~ow
Fedge of all the members and associates of the Order 1_n all 
its jurisdictions and that they may ensure _the most faithful 
compliance with the said General RegulatiOns. 
Given at Madrid, on the fe[!Jst of th~ Ascension of our 

Blessed Lord, this twenty-sixth day of ~ay m the year of grace 
one thousand nine hundred and forty-nme. 
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Grand Master 
FRANCISCO DE BORBON. 

Duke of Seville. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

Pope Pius IV (1565) in his bull "Inter Assiduas" recognise's 
the ancient tradition which holds that the Order ' of St. Lazarus 
owes its foundation to St. Basil the Great, during the pontificate 
of St. Damasus (366-384). This does not, however, take into ac
count the foundation of the leper hospi,tal which in 125 B.C. 
was set up by the High Priest, John Hircan, outside the walls of 
Jerusalem. 

Eastern monks observing the rule of St. Basil consolidated 
the Order in the first centuries of the Christian era, dedicating it 
to the care of lepers. -

They established themselves in Jerusalem during the expedi
tion of the Emperor Heraclius (629) placiljlg themselves under 
the authority orf the patriarchs of the Greek rite till the latter 
broke away from the Catholic Church (1054). 

After the conquest of Jerusalem (1098) and the setting up 
of the Latin kingdom orf the same name the crusaders and the 
knights of the various military orders and jn particular the Tem
plars, found refuge in the hospitals of the Order. Its transforma
tion into a military order under the rule of St. Augustine, which 
was also professed by the knights of the other military orders, 
dates from this time. 

The necessity of defending the hospital, set as it was, out
side the city walls, led to both the lepers and their attendants 
having to bear arms. 

After the fall of Jerusalem (1187) and on the conquest orf 
Acre (1191) the Order built a church and a hospital outside the 
city by the gate of St. Lazarus and eSitablished itself with 
sovereign jurisdiction on the fortifications bearing that name. 

Together with the Templars, the Teutonic Knights, and the 
Knights of St. John the Order played an important part in the 
battle of Gaza (1243). 

Knights of St. Lazarus from the Priory of Boigny accom
panied St. Louis of France on his e'X'pedition to Egypt. They 
set out from France in 1248 and were joined by the knights of 
St. Lazarus from Cyprus and Acre. They took part in the battle 
.of Mansurah (1250) where practically all of them were either 
killed or wounded while the king was taken prisoner. When the 
king regained his freedom other knights of St. Lazarus served 
under him in Syria, especially at Rama, where they suffered heavy 
loss~s .. It was because of this, and the death of the majority of 
the Order's leper knights, that it was es-tablished that the Order 
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could be governed by a Grand Master who was not himself a 
leper (1253). 

The Order contributed heroicaHy in the defence of St. John 
de Acre (1191-1192), when it feH into the hands of the Turks. 

The defeat of the Christian forces obliged the knights of St. 
Lazarus to taik:e refuge in Europe. King Louis VII was an 
admirer of the Order and, on his return to France (1149), he 
arranged for twelve brethren of the Order to accompany him. 
In 1154 he presented them with the Royal Cas.tle of Boigny, near 
Orleans, which became the rendezvous of the knights of St. 
Lazarus from the East, the Order's grand priory in France, and 
the seat of the .Grand Master~ of the Order. 

In 1211 another group of knights of St. Lazarus, who estab
lished themselves in Carpua, became famous throughout the 
kingdom of Sicily. They ·set up a priory that gradually became 
independent of the headquarters at Boigny. The Priors of Capua 
bore the title ''Master General in the Kingdom of Sicily" and, 
later, when Pope Leo X re-estarblished the Order in the dominions 
of Charles V (1517), thart of "Masters General in the Kingdom 
of Sicily and elsewhere." 

This separate Italian branch of the Order of St. Lazarus 
wa·s united, by a bull of Pope Gregory XIII, in 1572, to the 
Order of St. Maurice, thus giving rise to a new Order of St. 
Maurice and St. Lazarus, under the grandmastership of the 
House of Savoy. 

That part of the Order based on Boi,gny, which came under 
the protection of the kings of France from 1308, and which, 
from 1608 bore amongst its titles that of a royal Order con
tinued its independent existence, governed without interruption, 
by it> awn grand masters, several of whom were princes of 
France and two of whom eventually sat on the throne of St. 
Louis. 

This ancient Order has, by the grace of God, been pre
served to the present day retaining its high Christian spirit and 
its traditional mission to protect the sick and the weak, with 
knight•s who .bear as an honourable distinction the title of bre-
thren of the leper. . 

In spite of the repeated destruction of the archives of the 
Order, and of the trourbles it has had to face, it has proved pos
silble to draw up a list, based on historical facts, of its founder.>, 
protectors, and masters, both in its original home in the East, in 
the suppres•sed priory of Capua, as well as in its central head
quarters in the Priory of Boigny. 
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CESARE A 
St. Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea; founder of the 

Order (370). 

CYPRUS 
John, Archbishop of Cyprus (634). 

JERUSALEM (629-1187). 
From 629 to 1054 the Order was spiritually de·pendant on 

the Greek Patriarchs of Jerusalem. From 1098 to 1187 it was 
dependant on the Latin Patriarchs. The Grand Masters of the 
Order were sulbject to the Armenian Archbishops of Jerusalem. 
From 1098 to 1187 the Order was subject in temporal matters to 
the Christian Kings of Jerusalem. 

Gerard Teneque, Director and adminis,trator of the 
Hospitals of Jerusalem (1099) 
Boyant Roger (1120) 
John (1131) 
Bmtholemew (1153) 
Itien (1154) 
Hugo de St. Paul (1155) 
Ramon du Puy (1157) 
Ranier (1164) 
Ramon (1167) 
Gerard de Montclair (1160) 
Bernard (1185) 

ST. JEAN d'ACRE (1191-1:191) 
The spiritual overlords continued to be the Patriarchs of 

th;~ Latin rite. The temporaJ overlords were the Christian kings 
ef Jerusalem. 

Gautier de Neuftchatel (Novo Castello). (1228) 
Ramon de Flory (Floriaco), who followed St. Louis to France 

in 1254. 
Thomas de Sainville, who tooik: up residence at Bo1gny (1277) 

BOIGNY AND PARIS 
The Order remained under the protection of the kings of 

France and depended on them from 1308 to 1830. It was accord
ed the spiritual prote.ction of the Holy See up to 1489 whilst 
from 1837 to ·1930 its spiritual protectors were the Greek Catho
lic Patriarchs of Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem. 
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1.0 

Thomas de Sainville 0291-1312) 
Ad~m de Veaux 
Jean de Paris (1342-1349) 
Jean de Couraze (1354) 
Juan Le Compte (1355) 
Jean de Besnes (1368-1382) 
Pierre de Ruaux (1424-1452) 
G. Desmares. 
Jean Cornu (1469-1493) 
Fran<;:oi•s d'Arnboise (1493-1500) 
Agnan de Mareul (1503-1519) 
Fran<;:ois de Bourbon, Due d'Estouteville, Comte 

de St. Pol et de Chaumont (1519-1521) 
Claude de MareuJ (1521-1524) 
Jean Conti (1554-1557) 
Jean de Levis (1557-1564) 
Miguel de Seure (1564-1578) 
Fran<;:ois Salviati (1578-1586) 
Miguel de Seure (1586-1593) 
Armand de Clermont de Chastes (Vice Admiral of France) 

(1593-1603) 
Juan Carlos de Gayand (1603-1604) 
Filibert, Marquis de Nerestang (Field Marshal) (1604-1620) 
Claude, Marquis de Nerestang (1620-1639) 
Charles, Marqurs de Nerestang (1639-1644) 
Charles Aquiles, Marquis de Nerestang (1645-1673) 
Fran<;:ois Miguel, Le Tellier, Marquis de Louvois (Secretary 

of State to Louis XIV) bearing the title of Grand Vicar 
(1673-1691) 

The Grand Mastership being vacant the Order was Govern
ed by the Council from 1691 to 1693. 

Philippe de Courcillon, Marquis de Daugeau, Comte de 
Me•ste (1693-1720) 

Louis de Bourbon Orleans, Due de Chartres; later Due 
d'Orleans (1720-1752) 

The Grandmastership being vacant the Order was governed 
by the Council from 1752-1757. 

Louis de Bourbon, Due de Berry, [ater Louis XVI (1757-
1773) -

Louis Stanis•lau~ de Bounbon, Comte de Provence, later 
Louis XVIII (1773-1814) 

The Grandma·stership being vacant the Order was governed 
by the Council till 1830 under the protection of Louis 

XVIII and Charles X. After 1837 the Order came under 
the spiritual protection of the Greek Catholic Patriarchs 
Patriarc:h Cyri_l ':'II Ghea set up the Chancery of th~ 
Onk:r m Pans m 1910. In 1930 Patriarch Cyril IX 
Ghea gave Uip the protectorship. 

Francisco de Bourbon, Due de Seville (1930). 
~fter 1930 the_ spiritual powers attached to the Grandmas

tershlp were exercised by the Spiritual Grand Priors of the 
Order, the G!'eek Catholic Archlbishops of Acre, .Mons. Gregory 
Haggear and Mons. George Hakim. 

CAPUA (SICILY) 
Angelus (1226) 
Alfonso de Azzia (1327) 
Simon de Aqua Mundula (1329) 
Santiago de Azzia (134 7) 
Guillermo (1366) 
Santiago de Benuto (1426-1440) 
Giacomo del Balzo (1460) 
Santiago de Azzia (1468-1498) 
Santiago Antonio de Azz~a (1498-1522) 
Alfonso de Azzia (1522-1548) 
Muzzio d'Azzia (1548-1564) 
Juan Castiglione (1565-1571) 
Emmanuele Fil~berto, Duke of Savoy, first Grand MaMer 

of the Order of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus, Hereditary 
Order of the House of S•aNoy. (1572). 
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GENERAL DECREES 
I 

Character of the Order 
The Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem bears as the most 

glorious of its titles, that of Hospitaller, recalling as it does 
the origin and earliest development of the Order. 

The claim of the Order of St. Lazarus to the title of a mili
tary orde·r i•.> b-ased on its knightly traditions dating from the 
Crusrades. 

Its independence through the centuries and its sovereign 
status at Acre (1191 to 1291) gives it th~ prestige of sovereignty. 

The Order, according to Grand Master the Marquis Carlos 
de Nerestang, is a Mi<litary Order of Mercy. 

II 
Religion 

The Grand Mas·ter and all members of the Order of St. 
Lazarus uphold before all men their determination of living and 
dying united more closely than any other Christians, to the 
Church and the Holy See. (Grand Master the Marquis · Carlos de 
Nem.>tang, 1639-1644). 

III 
Aims of the Order 

The· Order was set up to defend the Church against the 
enemies of the faith, to guard and Hssist pilgrims, the sick, and 
the poor (Grand Mruster the Marquis Carlos de Nerestang). 

It dedicate'.> its"e1f especially to lepers, and mindful of it& 
origin in the Holy Land in the early centuries of the Christian 
Era, it is meant to help Catholics of the Eastern Rite and the 
pilgrims who visit the Holy Plraces. (Grand Masrter Philippe de 
Courcillon, Marquis de Dangeau, 1693-1728). 

IV 
Invocation 

The Sign of the Cros·s and the invocation "In the Name 
of God, of the Virgin and of St. Lazarur.>" is to precede every 
act of th• Order. 

v 
The Cross of the Order 

By decree of Grand Master Juan de Levis, (1557-1564) the 
original plain cross was changed to that which takes the form 
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of eight equal points. Grand Master Carlos de Nerestang des
cdbes it as "an Octagonal Cross." 

The Grand Magistracy will prescribe the use of the cross 
by the various classes. (Grand Master Louis de Borbon, Duke of 
Orle•am, 1720-1752). 

VI 
Arms of the Order 

The arms of the Order are: --
Argent a cross vert, surmounting an eight pointed cross, encircled 
by the Grand Collar, the whole on a mantle sable, with Tassels 
and ornamen~s Or, on the sinister side bearing the octagonal cross 
~ert, over all the eastern Crown of the Order lined sable on which 
1s borne a cross and orb or, beneath the arms is the motto 
"Atavis et Armis". 

The arms of the Grand Master are: quarterly 1 and 4 the 
arms of the Order, and 2 and 3, his personal arms. 

VII 
Banner of the Order 

Argent a cross vert. 

VIII 
Pinsil 

Ar.gent with the arms of the Order, complete with all its 
additaments borne in the centre. 

IX 
Standard 

The standard. is rectangular argent with the image of St. 
Lazarus pr.on~uncmg a benediction also with the arms of the 
Order. [Ed1tonal Note: This does not constitute a standard as 
properly understood, which is a long tapering flag. It is best in
terpreted, to conform to international heraldic usage as : The 
arm.> of the Order (argent a cross vert) in the hoist, and in the 
fly, argent the figure of St. Lazarus in the act of benediction 
proper]* 

* Since the date of these statutes the Lord Lyon King of Arms 
has g~anted as the Standard of the Order - In the hoist argent a cross 
vert, m the fly argent seuree of octagonal crosses vert two bands azure 
bearing the motto atavis et armis or. 
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X 
Seal in the XII Century . 

This is of lead, on the face the image of St Lazarus in 
bust form, mitred, in the act of bLessing and holding a cro&s 
and the inscription "Sti Lazari Jerusalem" in his left hand. The 
other side of the ·seal bears the bust portrait of a leper with the 
inscription "Sigilum Leprosorum". 

XI 
Seal of the Order 

The seal of the Order comprises the arms of the Order and 
the inscription "S. Ordinis Sancti Lazari in Jerusalem." 

The use of the seal is re•stricted to the Grand Master and 
the Central Government of the Order. Those dignitaries who, 
in the exercise of their duties, are authorised to use a s·eal shall 
be entitled to a seal beafting the Octagonal Cross encircled by 
the Collar of the Order with the office or function of the bearer 
inscri<bed thereon in the language of the country or jurisdiction 
in which the duties are carried out or the functions exercised. 
The use, for the official purposes of the Order, of seals bearing 
personal coats of arms is forbidden. 

XII 
Motto 

"Atavis et Armis'' lras been the official motto of the Order 
since the XVIIIth century, the old motto, "in war and in peace, 
by land and by sea," having fallen into disuse at that time. 

XIII 
Seat of the Order 

The Grand Masters have in the past established themselves 
in various places, according to time and circumstance. Jerusa
lem, Acre, Boigny and Paris have all !been seats of the Order in 
their .time. The present ·s·eat is Madrid.* 

XIV 
Insignia and Uniforms 

The description of the insignia of the Order and of its 
cloak and uniforms as well as of the use thereof is the subject 
of a special decree. 

* In 1948. 
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XV 
Decrees and Orders of the Magistracy 

Magistral decrees will invariwbly be rsigned by the Grand 
Master and by a dignitary of the Government of the Order de
signated by him for the purpose. 

Magiostral orders wiH bear the s.ignatrure of a dignitary of the 
Central Government only and each wilil be restricted in scope 
and effect to the jurisdiction and to the powers delegated to the 
dignitary whose 3ignature it bears. 

XVI 
Members of the Order 

Catholics may become members of the Order only if they 
are the issue of a Catholic marria.ge or of a marriage recognised 
as valid by the Church. They must be of honourable and gentle 
line and must not have committed any acts of cowardice or 
any ungentlemanly acts. They must not hold any property of 
the Order for their own use but must put such property at the 
disposal of the Grand, Master. They should be of such means 
and position as will enable them to live honouraJbly and to 
observe fully and freely the decrees of the Order (Grand Mas
ter Marquis Carlos de Nerestang.) 

To ensure that the members of the Order are adept in the 
use of arms and in a position . to render p•ersonal service to the 
Order only persons sane of mind and sound of body are to be 
received into the Order. No persom who have committed homi
cide, who are of Muslim or Jewish descent or who have followed 
any low or ignoble oalling are to be received into the Order. 
Minors up to the age of eighteen are not to be admitted. (Grand 
Master Francisco Salviati, (1578-1586). 

New entrants will make appropriate donations to the Order 
{Grand Master Francisco Salvi-ati). 

In accordance with the foregoing the members of the Order 
are those of the Catholic Faith in the Ckt'sses of Justice and 
Devotion and those ecC'lesiastics who have wpplied themsdves 
to the work of the Order, givi111g it their high moral support. 

XVII 
Proofs of Nobility 

No applicant may be admitted to the Order unless he 
proves nolbility as far back as his paternal and maternal grand
parents (Grand Master Francisco Salviati). 

Nobility may be 11mited to the father's side in which case 
it should be proved as far back as the paternal greatgrandfather. 
(Grand Master Louis de Borbon, Due de Berri, 1757-1773, later 
Louis XVI of France). 
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XVIII 

Criteria on which Proof of Nobility is to be based 

The criteria on which proorf of nobility is to be based will 
be established by the Grand Master for each Priory, in accord
ance with the circumstances obtaining therein. In all cases, how
ever, paternal nobility as far back as one hundred yearn will be 
necessary. 

XIX 

Exemption from Proof of Nobility 

The Grand Master may grant exemption from proof of 
nobility in reward for signal services rendered to the Order 
or on account of valour in ·bUJttle against the enemies of the 
Catholic Faith (Grand Master Francisco Saliviati). However only 
those knighlli who have submitted proof of nobility shall be 
entitled to the rank and title of knights of justice. (Grand Master 
Philippe de Courcillon, Marquis de Dangeau.) 

XX 

Ecclesiastics 

Ecclesiastics joining the Order qualify for the title of Chap
lain (Grand Master Francisco Salviati), or for that of Ecclesias
tical Commander (Grand Master Louils Stanislaus de Bourbon, 
Comte de Provence, later Louis XVIII of France). 

Those ecclesiastics who hold high rank in the Church such 
as Cardina,ls, Patriarchs, Ai"chbishops or mitred abbots or those 
who, though not of such ranks, have merited well orf the Order, 
may qualify for the title of Eccles,iastical Commander or for the 
Grand Cross. orf Devotion. Should they be able to prove nobility 
as required by Ordinance XXII they may be included amongst 
the Kn1ghts of Justice. 

XXI 

Dames 

In memory of the sisters of the ancient hospitaill of St. 
Lazarus those ladies who satisfy the requirements gf the relevant 
decrees may be admitted as Dames of the Order of St. Lazarurs. 
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XXII 

Knights of Justice 
(Catholic Nobles) 

This is the class from which members of the Order are 
traditionally recruited. The following are the qualifications re
quired: 

1. The Candidate must be a Catholic and must have 
attained the age of eighteen. From the ages of eighteen to that 
of twenty these members will belong to the junior group. 

2. The Candidate must enjoy a position of social inde
pendance and be known as a man of honour. 

3. The Candidate must be in a polSition to prove legitimacy 
and the nobirity of descent required by Ordinance XVIII. The 
proofs to be produced are to be those customary in the Priory 
concerned in accordance with its regulations as approved by the 
Grand Master. Proof of nobility must be documentary and must 
refer back through each of the candidate's ascendants to that 
ascendant whose nobility and status can be established beyond 
all manner of doubt. Only hereditary nobility qualifies. The 
proofs must be accompanied by a family tree in duplicate signed 
by the candidate showing the date:s and places orf birth and mar
riage of the candidate and his ascendants. The sons of knights of 
justice may, after their eighteenth year, apply for admission into 
the Order provided that the application is made during the life
time of the candidate's father or before the candidate has reach
ed the age of nineteen if hi:s father is dead. Omission to arprply 
for entry as provised for above will imply that the candidate 
has renounced his special rights and placed himself in the posi
tion of ordinary candidates who are required to produce the 
proof of nobility required by their Priory. 

4. The candida,te must submit to the Prince Grand Master 
his application for entry on the approved form through the 
Referendary, Bailiff or Delegate of the Order in the locality in 
which he resides in accordance with established practice. Where 
the Order is not so represented submission must be made to the 
Grand Referendary. 

5. Pay the established fees and dues. 
6. The candidate must prove that he is a practising Catho

lic of irreproachable conduct and, if he is married, that the con- ,. 
tract of marriage into which he had e11tered is perfectly honour
able. 
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XXIII 

DAMES OF JUSTICE 
(Catholic Nobles) 

All applicants for admission into this class must comply 
with the preceding ordinancers and if married must prove nobi
lity in respect of her husband if the latter is not a knight of 
justice or of devotion. 

XXIV 

KNIGHTS AND DAMES OF DEVOTION 
(Catholics exempted from proof of nobility) 

In accordance with the ordinances laid down by Grand 
Master Francisco Salviati proof of nobility may be dispensed 
with where the applicant has rendered signal services to the 
Order or hars fought valiantly in defence of the Catholic Faith. 
Exception will be made in the interests of the Order, to take 
account of the high rank of the applicant or of the fact that 
the proof of his nobility may be wanting in some respect which 
prevents its being accepted as complete. 

This deserving group is to form the clasrs of devotion. 

XXV 

Associates of the Order Knights and Dames of Merit 
(Non-Catholic Nobles) 

Non Catholic applicants proving their nobility as provided 
for in Ordinance XXII may enter the Order a·s Assocrates with 
the style and title of nobles of merit. 

XXVI 

Knights and Dames of Merit 
(Catholics and non-Catholics not producing Proofs of Nobility) 

AU those who have been of ·signal service to the Order 
and who have furthered its objects may be admitted to this 
group. Special account is to be taken in this regard of hospital
ler s·ervice, especially in connection wi:th the care and cure of 
lepers, scientific research of interest to the Order, the erstarblish
ment and maintenance of hospitals as well as any other other 
active su[~port of the Order and its objects. 

Candidates must comply with the requiremenus of para-
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:graphs 2, 4 and 5 of Ordinance XXII and must duly submit bap
tismal or birth certificates. 

XXVII 

Honorary Medical Officers 
This title may be granted to those doctors of medicine 

who distinguish themselve:s in the fight against leprosy or who 
have rendered important professional services to the Order. 

XXVIII 
Medals 

The medals of the Order are esteemed as the reward of 
merit and of notable scientific work especially in connection with 
the cure of lepers. Tl:•ey ar0 awarded a;s the reward of virtue and 
of exemplary dedication. They may also serve to reward 
courage in the defence of htgh ideals. Medals may be awarded 
to members, to affiliates, and to pemons not belonging to the 
·Order. 

XXIX 
Categories in each Class 

The classes of Justice and Devotion and the Nobles of Merit 
include the categories of the Grand Collar, the Grand Crosrs, 
·Commander and Knight. The first of these honours :iJs conferred 
only on Heads of State, dignitaries of the Sl]preme Council and, 
exce1ptionally, on other persons of the highest rank. The class of 
Merit will include the categories of the Grand Collar, Grand 
Cross, Knight, Commander, Offiocr. The first of these classes 
is conferred only on Heads of State and, exceptionally, on others 
of the highest rank. Medals are to be of gold, silver and bronze. 
Gold medals are to be conferred on Heads of State or members 
of the Supreme Council.* 

* Subsequently the ranks in all categories have become :
Members (Knight Grand Cross with collar for members of quality 

s•et out in XXIX above). 

1. Knight Grand Cross. 
(Knight Commander, for heads of Commanderies, or their 

,equivalent). 
2. Knight. 
Associates: 
3. Commander. 
4. Officer. 
5 . Member Compan!on. 
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Dames of Justice, Devotion, Noble Merit and Merit may 
be either Dames or Dames Grand Cross. 

XXX 

Form of Application 

Applicants for admission into the Order are to submit their 
applications to the Grand Master on the forms and in the form 
prescribed for the purpose. Form A is to 'be used in the case of 
Cathohcs and form B in the ca:se of non-Catholics. Applications 
are to be submitted to the Grand Master through the Order's 
representative in the area in which the applicant resides. For 
this purpose the applicant will submit to the representative a 
signed appllication in duplicate on form' C which wil1l be accom
panied by the following details in respect of the candidate: 

Clrass (Justice, Devotion etc.) 
Religion. 
Date and Place of Birth. 
Name and Surname. 
Date and place of Baptism. 
Names and Surnames of parents. 
Title of nobility, if any. 
Nationality of origin. 
Nationality subsequently acquired, if any. 
Date and place of marriage. 
Names of Children. 
Usual place of residence. 
Date of Application. 

Form A (Catholics) 

Sir, 

Being fUilly aware of the ordinances and rules of the Military 
and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem and being 
firmly resolved to accept and observe them I have the honour 
to request admission to the Order a'S •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• 

I bind myself to guard and defend the Catholic Faith, co1-
l31borating to the utmost in the undertakings of the Order and 
directing all my efforts to the continued existe!lce of that noble 
institution and to its enhancement and prospeny. 

I bind myself also to .obey the rules and regulations which 
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may be issued from time to time by the Supreme Authority of 
the Order. 

I pray you, Sir, to accept these sentiments of respectful de-
votion. 

Address and date 
Signature. 
To the Most Illustrious Grand Mwster of the Military and 

Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem. (Nftme and Ad
dress of Grand Master. 

Form B (Non Catholics) 

Sir, 
Being fully aware of the Ordinances and rules of the MiH

tary and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem and being 
firmly resolved to accept and observe them, I have the honour 
to request admission to the Order as ............ . . . . . ..... . ......... . 

I declare my respect for the Cathplic Church and for its 
Soverei.gn Pontiff and I bind myself to collaborate to the best 
of my abilities in the undertakings of the Order and to direct 
all my efforts to the continued existence of that noble institution 
and to its enhancement and prosperity. 

I bind mysei£ to obey the rules and reguhtttions which may 
be issued from time to time ·by the Supreme Authority of the 
Order. 

I pray you, Sir, to accept these sentiments of respectful 
d evotion. 

Address and Date. 
Signature. 
To the Most llJustrious Grand Master of the Military and 

Hospitall0r Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem (Name and ad
dress of Grand Master). 

Form C (Without any distinctions as to religion). 
Y our Excellency, 

Name and Surname. 
Title of Nobility, if any. 
Profession. 
Domicile or Residence. 
I have the honour to submit the enclosed application addres

sed to the Illusotrious Grand Master of the Military and Hospital-
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ler Order of St. Lazarus of }crusalem and to request you to be: 
so good as to ensure tha1 it is placed before him. 

I wish once more to put on record my desire to be oadmitted 
to the Order as .............................................................. . 
in accordance with the regulations and ordinances governing the 
admi,ssion of members. 

Having read the ordinances and regulation;s I am aware of 
the exalted aims of the Order and of the duties of its members 
and associates. I hereby bind mysel!f to respect and olbserve the 
said ordinances and regulatiom and also promise upon my 
honour to accept whatever decision the Grand Magistracy may 
arrive at and to abstain in future from any <!'Ction in the matter 
should a decision be deferred. 

I bind myself, should I be admitted, to offer, as a gift to
wards the aims and objects of the Order, the customary obla
tion and to pay those fees and expenses loaid down in the 
regulations and required by the Priory to the membership of 
which I hope to be admitted. 

XXXI 

Hereditary Comma!nder 

I remain, Sir. 

The title of hereditary commander may be granted to those 
entrants who cede to the Order immova~ble property destined to 
endow a hereditary Commandery. Personrs who are members of 
the Order , l_Ilay oalso end<?w a hereditary commandery. (Grand 
Master Philippe de Courcillon, Marquis de Dangeau.) 

Catholics alone may endOIW and succeed to these comman
~eries. The succession is to be regula:ted by the instrument creat
mg the commandery, which .Us to be granted by the Grand Mas
ter and which must be drawn up and registered in oaccordance 
with the laws of the country in which it is set up. 

Thes·e commanderies, once instituted may be revoked or 
abolished neither by the Order nor by the founder, his heirs or 
succesrsors except in the circumstances contemplated below. The 
grant may not be annulled because of the loss or destruction of 
the property constituting the endowment or for any other reason 
whatsoever other than bad faith on the part of the holder of 
the commandery. If on the death of the hereditary commander 
the commandery shall, in accordance with the deed of founda
tion, devolve on a person who does not profes\5 the Catholic 
Faith the Grand Master may declare the grant suspended and 
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the heirs may no longer entitle themselves Commanders or be 
rec<?gnised by this title tiM such a time a:s the Commandery 
agam devolves on a person professing the Catholic Faith. 

Hereditary Commanders may on1y be removed because of 
their moani£est unworthiness, proved before the Supreme Council 
sitting in judgement a:s a tribunal. The person removed shall 
immediately cease to enjoy the dignity and office of a Hereditary 
Commander, which will devo1ve as of right to the person who is 
next most clearly entitled to the dignity. 

Where the line of heirs to the Commandery has become 
extinct the property, rights and titles thereto attached shall be 
vested in the person of the Grand Ma:ster who may either retain 
them for the use oand benefit of the Order or establish a line of 
S'llccession different from that previously in being. 

XXXII 

Sanctinns 
Failure to observe the rules, statutes and Ordinances con

stitutes !leither mortal nor ve~ial sin ~ut it may be the object 
of sanctiOns and temporal pumshments Imposed at the discretion 
of t~e ~ran~ Ma:ster who _has the power of dispensation where 
apphcatwn IS made to him or should be deemed otherwise 
necessary. 

All members od' the Order, without exception, are bound to 
obey and comply with all magistral ordinances and failure to do 
so may result in sanctions against the offender at the Grand 
Master's discretion. 

Wh~soever commits murd~r or is i-?-volrved in public usury 
or conspiracy or has any part m any traitorous or dishonourable 
act or deed OR REBELS AGAINST THE ORDERS OF THE 
GRAND MASTER SHALL BE DEPRIVED OF THE RIGHT 
TO BEAR THE CROSS OF THE ORDER. 

ANY MEMBER OF THE ORDER committing acts of 
impiety, blaspheming or DEFAMING the Pope or THE 
GRAND MASTER SHALL, UNLESS HE RETRACTS AND 
MAKES AMENDS, and likewise any member of the Order who 
takes to flight or deser!Js his post in battle OR IS GUlL TY OF 
FALSE TESTIMONY SHALL BE SUITABLY PUNISHED 
AT THE DISCRETION OF THE GRAND MASTER. 
SHOULD THE MEMBER IN QUESTION REFUSE TO SUB· 
MIT HE SHALL BE EXPELLED FROM THE ORDER. 

.All the judgements of the Order shall be del'ivered before 
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the Grand Master or th(; Chapter General. (Or before the Sup
reme <:ouncil designated for that purpose by·the Grand Master.) 
Such JUdgements are to be followed and carried without re
course to subtle evasion, conscientiously and without any ad
vantage being taken of accidental formalities which may exist 
in the regulations. 
. Any very serious ca~es involving puni:shment or degrada

twn are to be recorded in the archives of the Order. (Grand 
Master Carlos, Marquis de Nerestang.) 

In ~hose case:s in which a punishment involves suspension 
of the nght to bear the Cross, before imposing the punishment 
the Grand Master shall require a report from the Delegation or 
Priory to which the knight concerned belongs and from that in 
which the off·ence was committed if it were committed in a 
different Delegation or Priory. The reports me to be submitted 
to the Supreme Council sitting as a tribunal, which body will 
report to the Grand Master for his fina·l decision. 

Associates . of the Order are subject to the same ~sanctions 
should they commit any unworthy acts or should they fail to 
carry out the obligations undertaken on en~ering the Order and 
their promises in re~pect to the Catholic Church and the 
Sovereign Pontiff. They shall also be subject to Sanction if their 
actions prejudice the prosperity and splendour of the Order or 
the dignity of the Grand Master. These punishments are applic
able at the discretion of the Grand M·aster who may also decree 
expulsion from the Order. 

XXXIII 

Attendance at Religimls Rites and Ceremonies 
Members of the classes of Justice and Devotion and Catho

lic Associates of the Class of Merit, Medallists and Medical 
Officera "Ad Honorem" are to talke part in religious ceremonies. 
They wiU occupy the plraces allotted to them and to which they 
are entitled under the regulations. 

XXXIV 

Order of Pr£cedence 
In accordance with the principles of equality which should 

inspire 1knightly institutions members of the Order will occupy 
·on ceremonial occasions, the place to which S·trict senority en
titles them taking into account personal rank or status. (Grand 
Master Louis St•anislaus de Bourbon, Comte de Provence). 
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XXXV 

Duties of the Knights 
!he Kn~ght.> _of_ St. :Lazarus are to be animated by that spirit 

o f piety whi~h d1stmgmshed the Order in its early years. They 
sh~mld be mu~dful . of their obligation, which compels them, in 
spite of changmg circumstances, to render homage to virtue and 
honour. (Grand Master Louis de Bourbon, Comte de Provence.) 

The Knights . of S~. Lazarus must be distinguished lby ex
amplary a~d relL~wus hves. They must do aU they can to ensure 
~hat th~ pious .mms of the Order and in particular those re•lat
mg to ~t~ functwns ~~s a hospitaller institution are attained. They 
shall .visit the hospitals and shall not forget the prisoners and 
the 'Sick and shall occupy themselves in works of charity and 
of mercy. (Grand Mas.ter Marquis Carlos de Nerestang.) They 
sha11 make the prosperity and splendour of the Order their 
special care. 

All members of the Order are exhorted to celebrate the 
feast of St. Lazarus (Grand Master Marquis Carlos de Neres
tang) with external acts of religion or, if this is not possible, by 
means of a personal and private act of remembrance. They will 
unite in private or public prayer for the souls of their decea·aed 
brethren of the Order. 

Mutual help amongst members and associates is a pious 
aim and obligation amongst all belonging to the Order of St. 
Lazarus. Members of the Order willl pray for the union of the 
Church that there may be one fold, one flock and one Shepherd; 
co-operating in every possible way towards this end. 

XXXVI 

The Grand Master 
ALL POWER IN THE ORDER RESIDES IN THE 

CHAPTER GENERAL. THE DELEGATION OF THIS 
POWER BELONGS PERMANENTLY, ABSOLUTELY AND 
IRREVOCABLY TO THE GRAND MASTER. 

The Grand Master, before being invested as head of the 
Order, will take oath of loyalty to the Catholic Church and will 
undertake to · carry out his high mission, as protector of the 
Order and of its knights, according to the ancient traditions of 
the Order. TI1e oath is to rbe taken before the Chapter General 
as convened for the election or, in default of thi'3, before the 
Supreme Council. 
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The Grand Capitular, or in his wbsence the senior member 
amongst those present will address the Grand Master as fol
lows: "Do you promise before Almighty God to honour, up
hold and observe at all times His Holy Commandments, ensur
ing that they may be upheld, venerated, and observed as far as 
this lies in your power; to administer and to govern loyally and 
faithfully as 'becomes the duty and the dignity of the Grand 
Mastership, which from today, is entrusted to you by the Chap
ter General of the Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus 
of Jerusalem, upholding its statutes, laws and customs and en
suring that they may be upheld and obs·erved, in so far as this 
may be in your power, by ail member:s of the Order?" 

The Grand Master will reply: "I do so promise." 
T_his being done the Grand Master will be recognised as 

Captam Genenlll of the whole Military and Hospitaller Order of 
St. Lazarus of Jerusalem, here and •beyond the seas. 

. The Grand Mast~r will nominate to perform the various 
duties, and fill the vanous posts, those members whom he judges 
most capable and_ most worthy, delegating to them whatever 
powers and functrons he may deem neces·sary. He will pro
mulgate all those decrees and regulations, and wil:l issue such 
orders as may be required for the good government of the Order. 

HE WILL SELECT THE HIGH DIGNITARIES WHO 
WILL CONSTITUTE THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OR 
GRAND MAGISTRACY WHICH WILL OCCUPY ITSELF 
WITH THE DIRECTION AND GENERAL ADMINISTRA
TION OF THE ORDER. 

HE SHALL BE THE ONLY AUTHORITY COMPE
TENT TO ADMIT MEMBERS INTO THE ORDER TO 
GRANT DIGNITIES OR DISTINCTIONS AND TO NOMI
NATE AS SUCH MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES: and this 
he will do 'J:>Y. the is·sue of diplomas over his signature such dip
lomas remammg unsealed. A Magistral decree may be employed 
and shall serve the same purpose as such diplomas. 

No person may be raised to the dignity of the Grand Ma·.,_ 
tersh~p if he has not first been received into the Order. (Grand 
Master Marquis Carlos de Nerestang.) 

THE GRAND MASTER, WITH THE CONSENT AND 
AGREEMENT OF THE CHAPTER GENERAL MAY 
NOMINATE A COADJUTOR TO SUCCEED HIM AS 
GRAND MASTER IN DUE COURSE. 

THE COADJUTOR WILL FORM PART OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE ORDER AS FROM THE DATE 
OF .HIS NOMINATION. 
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On the death of the Grand Master, or should the Grand 
Mastership be otherwi·se vacated the new Grand Master may 
be nominated only by the knights convened as a Chapter 
General for the purpose of the election (Grand Master Marquis 
Carlos de Nerestang) as the right to elect and nominate the 
Grand Master ha·s been exclusively theirs from remotest anti
quity. (Chapter General of 19th May, 1578). 

SHOULD THE GRAND MASTERSHIP BECOME 
VACANT THE ORDER SHALL BE GOVERNED BY A 
GRAND VICAR VESTED WITH THE PREROGATIVES OF 
THE GRAND MASTERSHIP BUT WITHOUT BEING EN
TITLED TO THE EXTERNAL POMP AND HONOURS, 
(Grand Master Miguel de Seure.) 

THE GRAND VICAR SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE 
CHAPTER GENERAL AND IF CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE 
NOT PERMITTED IT TO CONVENE BY AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND THE 
SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE ORDER. 

XXXVII 
The Coadjutor 

The Coadjutor is the first dignitary of the Ord~r after the 
Grand Master. He presides over the Supreme Counc1l and takes 
the Grand Master's place should he be indisposed or absent. His 
appointment is for life. If, owing to the high exigencies of the 
Order the Grand Mas•ter should consider it fitting that the Co
adjut;r should be suspen~ed, h~ 'Shall ~ay ~is rea~ons before th~ 
Supreme Council for consideratiOn, l_tskm? Its ad~Ice on the ~at
ter. If the Grand Master, after this, still considers susperrsron 
necessary, he shall submit it to a Chapter General for assent. 

SHOULD THE GRAND MASTER DIE OR ABDICATE 
THE COADJUTOR WILL PROVISIONALLY TAKE OVER 
THE GOVERNMENT · OF THE ORDER. An immediate meet
ing of the Supreme Council will then tak~ place, t~e . Coadjutor 
not being pre·sent, to determine whether, m the opm~on of the 
Supreme Council, there is any reason of sufficient we1ght to re
quire the convening of the Chapter (_Jeneral so that t~at body may 
either confirm the rights of successiOn of the CoadJutor or pro
ceed to the nomination of a new Supreme Head of the Order. 

Should there be no such reasons the Supreme Council will 
place the Coadjutor in possession of_ the ~upreme Dignity, pro
claiming him Grand Master upon his takmg the oath prov1ded 
for in Ordinance No. XXXV. 

Reasons leading to the non-ratification of the Coadjutor's 
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ri~ht <?f ~uccession are: conduct on his part unworthy of his 
high digm<ty or o~ that ":'hich h~ is caped upon to a'Ssume, physi
cal, or _mental, mcapac1ty which m1ght prevent his exercising 
the . duties of the Grand Mastership with all dignity and 
efficiency. 

XXXVIII 

The Central Government of the Order 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ORDER SHALL BE 

NOMINATED BY THE GRAND MASTER, THE APPOINT
MENTS BEING FOR LIFE. THE HOLDERS OF THE SAID 
APPOINTMENTS MAY, HOWEVER, BE REMOVED BY 
THE GRAND MASTER AT ANY TIME IF THE BEST 
INTERESTS OF THE ORDER REQUIRE IT. 

THE NUMBER OF DIGNITARIES MAKING UP THE 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ORDER WILL BE 
DETERMINED BY THE GRAND MASTER WHO ALSO 
ASSIGNS THE VARIOUS OFFICES AND DUTIES AS HE 
DEEMS CONVENIENT. This aBocation he will review e.very 
five years and confirm or vary it by Magistral decree. 

The v~rious dignitaries will, within the ambit of the power 
and auth?r.Jty d~legated to them be charged with the government 
and ad~mistrati_on of the Order by Magistral directive. They will 
use the1r authonty to ensure that all Magistral orders and decrees 
are complied with and will issue all directives required for this 
purpose. 

The Central Government will indicate the limits of the 
authority competent to the officers of the Order and to its various 
priories. 

· THE DIGNITARIES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
ORDER ARE IN VIRTUE OF THEIR OFFICE MEMBERS 
OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL AND MAY, IN THE EXER
CISE OF THEIR FUNCTIONS AS THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE ORDER, CALL A MEETING OF THE SAID COUNCIL. 
Each of the members, acting individually, may request the Grand 
Master to call a meeting of the Council which shall be held IF 
THE GRAND MASTER DEEMS IT ADVISABLE. 

ONE OF THE SAID MEMBERS, NOMINATED AS 
GRAND REFERENDARY, SHALL HAVE CUSTODY OF 
THE SEAL OF THE ORDER AND WILL SIGN WITH THE 
GRAND MASTER OR FOR AND ON HIS BEHALF, AS THE 
CASE MAY REQUIRE, THE DIPLOMAS AND NOMINA
TIONS OF THE DIG NIT ARIES AND MEMBERS OF THE 
ORDER. · 
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The Grand Master will also nominate the Grand Capitular 
whose duty it shall be to regulate and direct the convocation 
and proceedings of the Chapter General. 

The direction and administration of the hospitaller activities 
of the Order shall be the responsibility of the Grand Hospitaller. 

THE GRAND MASTER MAY DESIGNATE AN ECCLE
SIASTICAL MEMBER OF THE ORDER TO EXERCISE THE 
SPIRITUAL FUNCTIONS WHICH HE (AS A LAYMAN) IS 
NOT COMPETENT TO EXERCISE. THIS DIGNITARY, 
WILL BEAR THE TITLE OF SPIRITUAL GRAND PRIOR. 
(Grand Master Marquis Carlos Aquiles de Nerestan:g. 1645-1673). 

XXXIX 

The Supreme Council of the Order and the Dignitaries thereof 
The Supreme Council forms an integral part of the Govern

ment of the Order and is formed of the same high dignitaries 
nominated for life by the Grand Master. 

The Supreme Council is the highest consultative body in the 
Order and in its quality and functions it carries out the permanent 
duties of the Chapter General without detracting from the latter's 
electoral powers and traditional prerogatives. 

THE MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL MAY BE 
REMOVED BY THE GRAND MASTER IF THE INTEREST 
OF THE ORDER SO REQUIRES. The Grand Master shall, 
however, render account to the Central Government when exer
cising, his powers in this respect. 

XL 
The Chapter General 

ALTHOUGH THE ORDER'S SYSTEM OF GOVERN
MENT IS MONARCHICAL AND THE GRAND MASTERS 
ARE INVESTED WITH FULL AND ABSOLUTE POWERS 
IT IS ADVISABLE THAT THE CHAPTER GENERAL BE 
CONVENED WHENEVER THIS ANCIENT CUSTOM IS 
DEEMED TO BE IN THE INTERESTS OF THE ORDER 
(Grand Master Carlos de Nerestang). 

The Chapter General is made up of all the members of the 
Order, both lay and clerical. Associates do not form part of the 
Chapter General. 

The Grand Master will take into account the fact that the 
Priories of the Order are spread far and wide in many different 
countries and that whilst the ancient traditions of the Order 
should remain unchanged its rules and usages should be adapted 
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to changmg nmes and custcms. The Grand Capitular is to con
vene the Chapter General, sending a personal summons in writing 
to those knights resident outside the bounds of the Order's several 
priories and summoning the members of the Order through the 
Order's. representative wherever a Magistral Delegation exists. 
The smd summons should set out the reasons for which the 
Chapter General is being convened and should give a clear 
eJCposition of the matters with which the Chapter General will be 
called upon to deal so that each knight may express an opinion 
or cast a vote from the country in which he resides. 

The Order's representative in each delegation will call to
get~er the ~esident. knights seeking the vote or opinion of each 
whJ·ch he will rem1t to the Grand Capitular. 

The votes or opinions so remitted together with those of 
the knights actually present at the Chapter General will form 
part of and will be embodied in the acts setting out the pro
ceedings of the Chapter General. 

The convocation of the Chapter General is necessary for 
the .election of the Grand Master, for the nomination of the 
Coadjutor and for the confirmation of the latter's appointment 
whenever, on the death or abdication of the Grand Master the 
Supreme Council should judge it necessary to submit the ~atter 
ro the Chapter General. 

XLI 

The Territo..-ial Divisions of the Order and their Officers 

The Grand Master shall determine the division of the Order 
into territorial jurisdictions according •to the necessities of time and 
circumstance. According to their greater or Lesser importano~. the 
religion of the country in which they are situated, these divisions 
shall be classified as Grand Priories, Priories, Bailiwicks or Dele
gations. At the head of each shall be placed a Grand Referendary 
or Delegate. The office of Prior is always to be filled by a 
Catholic; that of Bailiff, Referendary or Delegate may, excep
tionally be filled without taking account of religious beliefs so 
that in those jurisdictions of the Order situated in non-catholic 
countlries, no obstacles may be placed in the way of the Hos
pitaller activities of the Order. 

In each jurisdiotion other officers will work together with 
the high ·dignitaries mentioned in the previoUis paragraph for the 
proper administration of the Order. Amongst these sl:tall be the 
chancellor (or secretary) the claviger (or treasurer), the hospitaller, 
~. . 
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All these officers will be nominated by the Grand Master, 
' mo,tu proprio', or on the recommendation of the representative 
·of the Order jn the jurisdiction concerned. 

Continuity is advisable in those offices such as .that of Sec
r etary or ChanceLlor which call for specialisation and e'XIpeTience. 

Every five years the Order's representative in each jurisdic
tion will submit to the Government of the Order a list of 
nominations for the appointment or re-appointment of officers. 
The nominations am to be made in November to enable all posts 
to be filled by the first of January following. 

XLII 

Org3111isation of the Order in the different Priories 
All the Priories of the Order will be organised and governed 

by the relevant magistral Ordinances which are not subject to 
alteration or amendment by the authorities of any particular 
Priory. 

If, in view of special circumstances in any particular instance 
.a nd for the better development of the Order the Grand Master 
should authorise the substitution for the title "Priory of the 
Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem" an
·other similar title such as "Association of the Knights of St. 
L,azarus of such and such a Country" it will not imply any 
·change in the present ordinances. Any regulations which may be 
laid down to govern and set up the jurisdiction of the Order m 
any such country may in TIJO case conflict with the ordinances 
and general regulations of the Order and must be submitted for 
the Grand Master'·s approval before they are pmmulgated. 

These are the only conditions under which the Cross of the 
Order may lawfully be borne and the title of member or associate 
of the Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus may be used. 

No person or individual whatsoever shall be admitted to 
membership of any Priory or Associa~ion, even on a temporary 
basis, unless he has been lawfully admitted into the Order by 
Magistnal Order or Decree. 
. SINCE THE RlGltT OF ADMISSION INTO THE ORDER 
RESIDES IN THE GRAND MASTER ALONE ANY AT
TBMPTS ON THE PART OF THE ORDER'S REPRESEN~ 
TATIVES TO ADMIT MEMBERS PROVISIONALLY OR 
BVEN TO ACCEPT OBLATIONS SUBJECT TO SUCH PRO 
VISIONAL ADMISSION '·BEING CONFIRMED SHALL CON
STITUTE A GRAVE ABUSE OF AUTHORITY . . 

The heads and administrators of the various jurisdictions, 
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whatever their rank, will be entitled Priors, Bailiffs, Chancellors. 
etc., or bear other equivalent titles, and are to lbe appointed by 
decree or by Magistral Order. · 

Removal from omce implies that the powers and duties of 
the officer concerned are thereupon to cease. Non-compliance 
shall ,be considered a ·serious offence. 

Both the nationals of a country in which a Priory or Asso
ciation exists, and any foreigners resident therein, shall be con
sidered as members of the ·said Priory from the date of their 
admission to the Order and shaH be subject to the rules and 
regurations of the said Priory. 

Priories or Associatiom may fix the annual or monthly 
oblations payable by the members. They may not, however, 
impose any other obligatory contributions unless authorised by 
Magistral Decree. 

PRIORIES AND ASSOCIATIONS SHALL KEEP BOOKS 
IN WHICH DETAILED AOCOUNTING RECORDS ARE TO 
BE KEPT. THEY SHALL PRESENT ACCOUNTS, INCLUD
ING BALANCE SHEETS, TO THE CENTRAL GOVERN
MENT. 

The Central Government is also to be informed of any 
donations I'<!ceived, rfuH details !being required of the amount, the 
name of the donor and the intention which prompted the 
donation. 

XLIII 
Observance of Ordinances and Universal ApplicatiOD and 

Interpretation thereof 
These Ordinances apply to aH jurisdictions of the Order and 

members and associates are under obl:igati:on uo comply with 
them at all times and in all respects. 

As from the date of coming into force of these Ordinances 
any dispositions or agents or authority. general or specific. are 
cancelled and annulled in so far as they conflict with these 
ordinances. 

Any doubts which may arise in the 31pplication and inter
pretation of these · Ordiances as well as any which may arise 
as a result of their translation into other languages are to be 
resol<ved by the Central Government and, should the said body 
fail to agree, are to 'be submitted to the Grand Magistracy so 
that the matter may be resolved by decree. (Grand Master. 
Francisco de Borbon, Duke of Seville, 26th May, 1949). 

THE END 
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